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Invest in biz-friendly Assam,

Sonowal tells industrialists

NSE head wants NE
investor base increase

Inaugurates
NSE Investor
Fair 2018

Kangkan Kalita | en

Guwahati: Chief minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal on Saturday
inaugurated the National Stock
Exchange (NSE) Investor Fair,
2018 and urged the investors to
take advantage of Assam’s re-
surgent businessenvironment.

Givingaclarioncalltoinves.
tors to cash in on the business
friendly atmosphere created in
the state, the chief minister
highlighted the major infrast-
ructural transformation initia-
tives undertaken by thestate go-
vernment. "By expanding Gu-
wahati into a State Capital Re-
gion (SCR), building an
industrial corridoruptoTihuin
lower Assam's Nalbari district
and constructing twin World
Trade Centre towers of 65floors
each in Guwahati, we would
make Assam one of the major
investorfriendly states of the
country in the coming years,”
hesaid

TheCMadded, “Assamhasa
unique advantage of being sita-
atedatastrategicgeographiclo-
cation, making it an ideal desti-
nation for running business in
the entire southeast Asian re
gion. Our government is com-
mitted toencouragingentrepre-
neursforventuringout into this
huge market in ASEAN count-
ries and bring economic trans-
formation in this part of the co-

Chief minister Sarbananda Sonowal at the in

A
augural programme of the

NSE Investor Fair 2018 in Guwahati on Saturday

untry.” Hesaid the recentappro-
valof the centralgovernment to
North-East Industrial Develop-
ment Scheme (NEIDS), 2017 wo-
uid provide lots of incentives to
business houses for investing in
thenortheast.

Lauding Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's efforts to put
Assam and the northeast at the
heart of Act East Policy, Sono-
wal sald Modi's initiatives have
resulted in rapid economic de-
velepment of the region. “The
Global Investors' Summit, Ad-
vantage Assam, has sucoessful-
ly portrayed the state asa major
investment destination at the
world stage and a lot of inves-
torshaveevinced interest in set-
ting up their businesses here
NSE Investor Fair would give
exposure to small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) in the state
to gain insight about the capital
market and provide themaroad
map to take confident steps to-
wards growth,” headded.

Highlighting the state go-

vernment’s efforts to provide
momentum to economic activi-
ties in different sectors, Sono-
wal said formulating policies
such as The Assam Start UpPo-
licy 2017, Information Technolo-
gy and Electronic Policy 2017,
Handloom Policy, 2017-18, Sugar
Policy, 2018, Biotechnology Poli-
Y, 2018, Tourism Policy, 2017 and
Solar Policy, 2018 would help in
transforming the state into a
competitive destination for in-
vestmen!

ts.

MD and CEO of NSE, Vik-
ramLimaye, saidthe NSE Inves-
tor Fair is a unique platform to
strengthen bonds with commu-
nities from across the country.
He added that the fair explains
how students, professionals, in-
vestors and entrepreneurs can
grow in their profession lives.

Chairman of the Assam
Chamber of Commerce, Ru-
pam Goswami, said the event is
essential, especially for the
growthof the SME sectorof the
northeast.
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Guwahati: The MD and
CEO of National Stock Ex-
change(NSE), Vikram Lima-
ye, has pitched for enhan-
cing investor base in the
northeastby intermediating
retail savings into markets.
“Right now, only 5% of
the household savings is in
equities. We have along way
togoin termsof intermedia-
ting retail savings into mar-
kets. In the last couple of ye-
ars, the asset management
industry has grown very lar-
ge. More and
more people
are investing money thro-
ugh mutual funds by choo-
sing systematic investment
plans whichisagood trend,”
said Limaye on the sidelines
of the National- Stock Ex-
change (NSE) Investor Fair,
2018 here on Saturday.
Stressing on the growth
of small and medium enter-
prises (SMEs) for boosting
the country’s economy, he
added, "India is emerging as
one of the leading economi-
es in the world with strong
macro-economic and politi-
cal stability. The small and
medium enterprises (SMEs)
segment isexpected to play a
significant role in the
growth of the Indian econo-
my. The development of this

TRADE PUSH

sector is extremely critica
to meet the national impera
tives of inclusive growt

and generation of signifi
cant levels of employmen
acrossruralandurbanareas
of the country.”

At the SME panel discus-
sion held onthe occasion, pa-
nelists explained the bene-
fits of listing of SMEs on
NSE Emerge. It was high-
lighted that Assam's SMEs
can get easier access to capi-
tal for their expansion and
growth through listing. NSE
officials pointed out that the
exchange wo-
uld handhold
SMEsthrough the process of
listing, thereby facilitating
capacity building for the
SMEsin the state,

Expressing  happiness
over conducting the investor
fair, aimed at educating the
local SME companies about
the benefits of listing on the
exchange and also creating
awareness among the retail
investors about creating we-
alth through capital mar-
kets, Limaye said the NSE
Emerge platform provides
an opporiunity to these ent-
repreneurs to raise capital
for their future growth.

“Guwahati is among the
fastestgrowingcities in East
India and home to aspiring
entrepreneurs,” headded.




Assam Tribune




The Assam Post

NSE Investor Fair receives
overwhelming response in Guwahgati

Guwahati, Apr 8: The National Stock
Exchange of India Ltd. (NSE), India’s
leading stock exchange, organized an
‘Investor Fair’ in Guwahati, o incul-
cate and grow the habit of Investment
in Financial Asset Class amongst the.
investors, students and also the en-
trepreneurs, in the state, The NSE In-
vestor Fair received overwhelming
response, with active participation
from large number of students, inves-
tors and SME firms. ;

The NSE Investor Fair focused on
three themes Skill India, Standup In-
dia & Digital India. These themes
highlighted career options for stu-
dents in the financial sector and in-
vestment opportunities in the stock
market for investors and benefits of
fund raising for Entrepreneurs
through NSE's SME platform, NSE
Emerge. Sarbananda Sonowal, Chief
Minister, State of Assam inaugurated
NSE Investor Fair in Guwahati today
and graced the occasion of unveiling
of the Draft Red Hermring Prospectus
(DRHP) of Guwahati-based SMEs.
Shri Sonowal also felicitated the rep-
resentatives of SME companies from
the region, which were listed on the
NSE Platforms. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Sarbananda Sonowal,
Hon'ble Chief Minister, Assam said
“I am very happy that the National
Stock Exchange, which is an estab-
lished name in the Equity Capital
Market and an influencing interface
between Investors and Capital Mar-
ket, is organizing this first investor
fair in Guwahati. I am confident that
the NSE Investor Fair serves as the
information channel for the investors
in this part of the region and helps
render financial knowledge.”

**We look forward to NSE orga-
nizing similar Investor Fair in the other
cities, as well, in the state,” Shri
Sonowal added.

VikramLimaye, MD & CEO, NSE,
said “We are happy to be here today
in Guwahati organizing this Investor

fair aimed at educating the local SME
companies about the benefits of list-
ing on the exchange also creating
awareness among the retail investors
about ereating wealth through capi-
tal markets. Guwahati is among the
fastest growing cities in East India
and home to aspiring entrepreneurs.
NSE Emerge platform provides an
opportunity for these entrepreneurs
to raise capital for their future growth™

At the SME panel discussion,
panelists explained the benefits of
listing of SMEs on NSE Emerge. It
was highlighted that Assam’s SME's
can get easier access to capital for
their expansion and growth through
listing. NSE officials pointed out that
the exchange would handhold SMEs
through the process of listing,
thereby facilitating capacity building
for the SMEs in the state.

The second session concentrated
on the Importance of financial educa-
tion for students, careers in financial
markets and courses of NSE Acad-
emy. More than 1,100 students from
18 colleges participated in the Finan-
cial Literacy session and Quiz com-
petition conducted in colleges of
Guwahati as a pre-event activity, to
create awareness about the financial
markets.

There was active participation
from member brokers, independent
financial advisors (IFAs), merchant
bankers, chartered accountancy firms
and Institutions who finance SME’s.

During the Fatr, participants were
sensitized on topics like financial plan-
ning, benefits of long term investment
in equity market and the importance
of diversified asset allocation, to re-
duce risk. Member brokers had also
put up stalls outside the venue to fa-
miliarize investors on Mutual Funds,
which is now considered as a friend-
lier route to invest in the equity and
debt markets, alike.

Around 30 leading colleges,
HOD’s, facultiesalong with more than

50 students and faculty members from
the Tezpur University attended the
NSE Investor Fair.

NSE has tie-us with local univer-
sities and colleges in Assam. NSE
quns NCCMP programme in collabe-
ration with Tezpur University. Cur-
rently the second batch is undergo-
ing the course with 35 students. In
addition, NSE also runs FMM Pro-
gram with DPS Guwahati. This year
around 600 students have appeared
for the FMM exam from Class IX and
X. The National Stock Exchange

* (NSE) is the leading stock exchange

in India and the fourth largest in the
world by equity trading volume in

" 2015, according to World Federation

of Exchanges (WFE). NSE was the
first exchange in India to implement
electronic or screen-based trading. It
began operations in 1994 and is
ranked as the largest stock exchange
in India in terms of total and average
daily turnover for equity shares ev-
ery year since 1995, based on SEBI
data.

NSE has a fully-integrated busi-
ness model comprising our exchange
listings, trading services, clearing and
settlement services, indices, market
data feeds, technology solutions and
financial education offerings. NSE
also oversees compliance by trading
and clearing members with the rules
and regulations of the exchange.

NSE is a pioneer in technology
and ensures the reliability and per-
formance of its systems through a
culture of innovation and investment
in technology. NSE believes that the
scale and breadth of its products and-
services, sustained leadership posi-
tions across multiple asset classes in
India and globally enable it to be
highly reactive to market demands
and changes and deliver innovation
in both trading and non-trading busi-
nesses to provide high-quality data
and services to market participants
and clients. :
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Push to SMEs
at Assam fair

ALIFAUZ HASSAN The SMEs listed in this plat-

Guwahati: Small and medi-  platform on achieving growth.
ummmrpﬂm(suh)oﬂha Assam chief minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal -

vantage ofbeing situsted st s
location,

making it an ideal destination
to operate business in the en-
tire Southeast Asfan region.

large number of investors par-
ticipated in the fair that im-
parted knowledge on benefits
of NSE listing, investing risk,
employment .

companies

capital for capital expondi—
ture, working capital, acq
thns.mhmddwclnp— business
ment, marketing or any other
bonafide growth requirement.
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