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Most Powerful Women award winners with the Minister of Textiles, Smriti Zubin Irani (centre), India Today's
Group Editorial Director (Publishing), Raj Chengappa, and Business Today’s Editor, Prosenjit Datta

RULING THE ROOST

Business Today felicitated the most powerful women in business
in a glittering ceremony in Mumbai
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t was celebration time. At a

power packed gathering of

women professionals and en-

trepreneurs at the I'TC Grand
Central in Mumbai on September
22, Business Today released its cov-
eted list of 30 Most Powerful
Women in business.

The award session started in the
afternoon with one of the youngest
ministers in the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance government,
Smriti Zubin Irani, Minister of
Textiles, walking in all smiles, es-
corted by India Today's Group
Editorial Director (Publishing) Raj

Chengappa and Business Today's
Editor Prosenjit Datta.

After giving away the awards
and releasing the special issue of BT,
Irani in her keynote address asserted
that recognising and nurturing fe-
male talent will be the game changer
in the coming years. “Continuous
mentoring and nurturing is needed
to encourage women to leadership
positions,” said Irani. There was also
a lot of buzz on social media. Irani,
who boasts 4.7 million Twitter fol-
lowers, flashed congratulatory mes-
sages to the women achievers.

The minister was in her elements,




Making a statement: Smriti Irani's inspiring talk was the highlight of

the event

fielding questions from the audi-

ence with ease, adding a bit of

humour to her responses and also
making a point. “I never took ref-
uge in my gender,” she remarked.
When asked by an audience mem-
ber about how she entertains her-
self, the minister said in a lighter
note, “No saas bahu (for me)...my
interests are watching legal shows
and (relishing) food.”

There was a lot of bonhomie
amongst the winners — after all,
these leaders don't get time to net-
work under one roof. It was also
an emotional moment for three

ladies who moved into the ‘Hall of

Fame’, after winning seven years
in arow. NSE's Chitra Ramkrishna,
Lupin’s Vinita Gupta and HP's
Neelam Dhawan joined over a
dozen other professionals who are
already a part of this elite club.
Earlier in the day, Chengappa
in his opening remarks said the
good news is that in offices all over
India, attitudes are undergoing a
remarkable change. “Companies
across the corporate spectrum
now recognise that women leaders
bring in unique perspectives and
approaches to strategy and trouble
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Raj Chengappa, India Today's Group Editorial
Director (Publishing), welcomes the audience

Prosenjit Datta, Editor, Business

Today, talks about the methodology

Mariazeena Johnson, Managing
Director of Sathyabama University
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“Women Mentors:

(L-R) Chitra Ramkrishna of NSE, Vishwavir A
Vanitha Narayanan of IBM India and Alokesh Bhattacharyya of Business To

huja of RTBL éank, veteran banker Tarjani Vakil, Yogi Sriram of L&T,

day

*“Has flexi-time really helped retain high-performing

Chitra Ramkrishna receiving the Hall of Fame trophy

from Smriti Zubin Irani

shooting, and are invaluable assets to
organisations,” he said.

Datta, while welcoming the audi-
ence, explained the significance of the
awards and the methodology adopted
by the jury to compile the list of win-
ners. “It was from a list of 150 that
the jury picked the 30 ladies who are
anointed the most powerful women

women in the workplace?”

(L-R)Vishakha Mulye of ICICI Bank, Apurva Purohit of Ja:;ran, Unmesh Pawar of Accenture, Ashu Suyash of
CRISIL, Kaku Nakhate of Bank of America Merrill Lynch in India and Shweta Punj of India Today
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Shanti Ekambaram of Kotak Mahindra Bank (L) with

Ashu Suyash of CRISIL

in business for the year because of
their achievements over the past 12
months,” he said.

The second half of the award even-
ing was equally interesting with two
panel discussions keeping the audi-
ence riveted to their seats. The topic for
the first panel discussion was “Has
flexi time really helped retain high-

performing women in the workplace?”
And the second, “Women mentors:
Too few to make a difference?”

Sathyabama University was the
presenting sponsor of the event.
Other sponsors were EBCO (Associate
Sponsor), GM Fabrics (Design
Partner) and Kalyan Jewellers (CSR
Partner). ¢

October 23 2016 BUSINESS TODAY 123




