


BJP’s catch...
The BJP has clearly overplayed its hand and was finding it
difficult to accommodate the TMC heavyweights since it is no
longer in power, preferring to put all its eggs in the Suvendhu
Adhikari basket.  According to TMC sources, BJP leader
Sabyasachi Dutta, former West Bengal Forest Minister Rajib
Banerjee and Abhijit Mukherjee, son of former President Pranab
Mukherjee, are likely to defect in Round II. The wheel has
turned a full circle and just in time for the state panchayat polls.

SC postpones...
The top court also clarified that it will not entertain a petition in
the matter to cancel the exam. The bench noted, how can we
say don't conduct the exams at all? The court added that, "this has
never happened. We can't entertain a request to waive the exam
completely." At the beginning of the hearing, the top court asked
the counsel representing AIIMS to consider postponing the exam
by a month, which was scheduled on June 16. Justice Banerjee
said, "Situation in Delhi has improved but in other places figures
are high. Can't this be postponed by a month?" AIIMS counsel
Dushyant Parashar submitted that if the exam is stayed then there
will be an unprecedented crisis. He submitted that several
doctors will be recruited by this exam and these petitioners can
apply in the next September session exam. "If stay is granted
there will be no doctors," said Parashar. The bench said, "You do
this or we will pass order". Parashar sought time from the bench
to come back with instructions. The bench asked him to revert at
12.30 p.m. today. After the hearing resumed in the matter, the
bench passed the order postponing the exam by a month.

On camera....
“The victim in his statement also confirmed that he was set
ablaze by Milan Rajak," Singh said.

G7 1bn...
"The new US and UK commitments are a step in the right
direction, but they don't go far enough, fast enough," said Alex
Harris, director of government relations at Wellcome, a London-
based science and health charitable foundation. "What the world
needs is vaccines now, not later this year. At this historic moment,
the G7 must show the political leadership our crisis demands," said
Harris. "We urge G7 leaders to raise their ambition." Britain and
the United States have, however, said their donations would come
with no strings attached. British foreign minister Dominic Raab has
warned that other countries were using vaccines as diplomatic
tools to secure influence. "If the best G7 leaders can manage is to
donate 1 billion vaccine doses then this summit will have been a
failure," Oxfam's health policy manager Anna Marriott said, adding
that the world would need 11 billion doses to end the pandemic.
The race to bring an end to a pandemic that has killed around 3.9
million people globally and sown social and economic destruction
will feature prominently at the three-day summit which began on
Friday in the English seaside resort of Carbis Bay.

FDA ‘no’... 
It is understood that data from an additional clinical trial will be
required to support the submission. Ocugen recently
announced that it secured exclusive rights to commercialise
Covaxin in Canada and has initiated discussions with Health
Canada for regulatory approval 

city returns...
But permission is given with  condition. 20 people from the
sides are allowed to participate. For organising the marriage
people will have to inform regional SDM with the list the
guests. There will be no need to taking separate permission.

Vaccination: Pvt... 
As per the application filed by Indian Medical Association and
Nursing Home Association, seven private hospitals of Jabalpur,
as well as one private hospital each in Gwalior, Ujjain and
Narsinghpur have shown willingness to return the number of
vials/vaccine doses remaining with them to the government
after change in the vaccination policy, amicus curiae and senior
advocate Naman Nagrath said. The court issued the direction
while hearing a bunch of petitions, including a suo motu one, on
issues related to the COVID-19 pandemic and treatment
provided to patients.
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8 NATION
13 Naxals surrender in Bastar
SUKMA: Thirteen Naxals, including a couple, surrendered in two districts of Chhattisgarh's Bastar region on Friday, which was the last
day of the outlawed movement's 'Jan Pituri week', police said. While eight ultras turned themselves in before police and CRPF officials in
Sukma district, five surrendered in neighbouring Dantewada, they said. "Of the eight surrendered cadres, Vanjam Bheema is a member
of the Naxals' platoon number 4 in section B and carried a reward of Rs 2 lakh on his head. His wife, Madavi Kalawati, a member of the
Maoists' cultural outfit Chetna Natya Mandali (CNM), also surrendered," Sukma Superintendent of Police KL Dhruv said.
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After Pakistan's National
Assembly approved a bill
allowing Indian national
Kulbhushan Jadhav to ap-

peal
against
his convic-
tion in the
country's
high
courts, In-
dia's for-
mer Attor-
ney Gen-

eral Mukul Rohatgi on Fri-
day said the only way Jad-
hav could get relief  would
be if  the International
Court allows his plea to be
heard in a neutral country
with a good judicial sys-
tem. "We (India) should ask

the international court if
the appeal can be heard in
a neutral country which
has a good judicial system.
That probably is the only
way Jadhav will get some
relief. The judicial system
is not trustworthy in Pak-
istan. By getting a lawyer
from India, I don't think he
will meet the end of  jus-
tice," Rohatgi told ANI.

The former Attorney
General said he will take
Pakistan's decision to al-
low Jhadav plea in High
Courts with a 'pinch of
salt', though he added that
it's a 'small welcome step'.

"I personally feel that the
judicial system and atmos-
phere in that country (Pak-
istan) is such that India is
treated as an enemy. So I
don't really think that Jad-
hav will get justice in an
appeal just by getting an
Indian lawyer. I don't think
that will serve the pur-
pose," he said. Rohatgi sug-
gested that India should
again make a plea at Hu-
man Rights Court and In-
ternational Court of  Jus-
tice for Jadhav's release as
he was "wrongly arrested
and illegally convicted
without any rights".

Trial in neutral country only way
Jadhav could get relief: Rohatgi

Pak not trustworthy, says
former Attorney General

OUR BUREAU

NEW DELHI

The Uttar Pradesh politics
is in a flux and it is holding
up a probable Cabinet
reshuffle at the Centre and
in the State.

Playing hardball with the
Modi-Shah dispensation –
which is generally accus-
tomed to having its way -- is
Yogi Adityanath, who is at
odds with the scheme of
things that the RSS has in
mind, in the run-up to the
Assembly elections next
year and beyond.
Adityanath on Friday gave
the impression after meet-
ing Modi and BJP presi-
dent Nadda that he is safe
in the saddle, is not being
moved to the Centre – as is
the buzz in some quarters -
- and the BJP leadership is
satisfied with his gover-
nance.

This impression was,
however, dispelled in the
evening when Nadda and
Home Minister Amit Shah
drove down to the PM's
house to discuss the feed-

back that Yogi has given on
Uttar Pradesh, which goes
to Assembly polls in seven
months.

Nadda carried with him a
detailed report of  the par-
ty's national organising
general secretary B L San-
thosh on his detailed dis-
cussions with Yogi’s de-
tractors and supporters
among MLAs and MPs.
Nadda is of  the view that
destabilising Yogi at this
stage, when the party has
to prepare for the polls, can
spell disaster if  he brings
into open the simmering
undercurrent of  rift in the
party.

Prime Minister Modi,
who had been already

briefed by Amit Shah
about his interaction with
Yogi on Thursday, spent al-
most an hour, posing ques-
tions to the Chief  Minister
and giving his advice. Nei-
ther side, however, spelled
out what transpired.

Yogi just tweeted in Hindi
after the meeting: "Today, I
had the privilege of  meet-
ing respected Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi Ji and
getting his guidance. I
wholeheartedly thank the
PM for taking out time for
me from his busy schedule."
The Prime Minister's Office
tweeted a cryptic one liner:
"Chief  Minister of  Uttar
Pradesh Yogi Adityanath
met PM Narendra Modi."
Yogi is unable to reconcile
his differences with the
top leadership because of
the campaign mounted
against him by his detrac-
tors; and so his primary in-
stinct is to remain in the
saddle and secure maxi-
mum Assembly poll tickets
for his supporters, which
gives him greater political
leverage.

YOGI PLAYS HARDBALL,
HOLDS UP RESHUFFLE

NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court Friday
said it would pass orders
on June 15 on closure of
proceedings in India
against two Italian
marines, accused of
killing two fishermen off
the Kerala coast in
February 2012, and the dis-
bursal of  Rs 10 crore com-
pensation to the heirs of
the victims.

Referring to the inter-
national arbitral award
and the terms of  the
agreement among India,
Italy and the Kerala gov-
ernment, a vacation
bench comprising jus-
tices Indira Banerjee and
M R Shah said the case
against - marines
Massimilano Latorre

and Salvatore Girone - for
the offences would be now
pursued by Italy there.

As per the scheme on dis-
bursal of  compensation,
the top court was informed
by the Kerala government
that Rs 4 core each would
be given to the heirs of  two
deceased fishermen and
the rest Rs 2 core would be
paid to the owner of  the
fishing vessel St. Antony

on which the two were shot
dead.

Keeping the plea of  the
Centre seeking closure of
the case here pending for
orders on Tuesday, the
bench said it was of  the
view that the compensa-
tion money be transferred
to the Kerala high court for
disbursal and ensuring
that the amount does not
fritter away.

SC to order closure of case
against Italian marines in India

AVDHESH MALLICK

Raipur  

Acting on the specific complaints of  de-
manding bribe teams of  Anti-corruption Bu-
reau (ACB) carried out raids on the four dif-
ferent locations in the districts Balodabazar,
Bastar and Balrampur, Kawardha and ar-
rested three patwari and a Janpad CEO red
handed.All the arrests were made on Friday.  

ACB team of  Balodabazar, arrested ac-
cused Kuleshwar Gaiakwad (60), Chief  Ex-

ecutive Officer Janpad Panchayat Bilaigarh
for demanding a bribe of  Rs 20,000. He was
demanding kickback to clear the pending
amount Rs 3 lakh of  a contractor who car-
ried out construction in a government
school building. As the officer was not ready
to release the pending amount without hush
money, the victim complained the matter to
ACB, after which a trap was laid and the
Janpad CEO was arrested red handed on
Friday from his official residence, an ACB
officer said.

Janpad CEO, 3 patwaris caught
red handed with bribe money

NARSI BENWAL

Mumbai

A Bombay High Court
bench of  Chief  Justice
Dipankar Datta and
Justice Girish Kulkarni,
observed that the building
collapse at Malad which
claimed 12 lives, including
those of  eight children,
was a ‘man-made disaster’
and ordered a judicial
enquiry into the incident.
The bench told the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC) on
Friday that “the lives of
citizens aren’t so cheap
that they can be left to die
in such incidents”. 

The bench was hearing a
suo motu Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) which was
taken up after a building
collapsed in Bhiwandi city
in Thane district last year. 

The judges also noted
that from May 15 to June
10, 2021, there have been
four instances of  building
collapse, two each in
Mumbai and Ulhasnagar,
killing 24 citizens and
injuring 23 others.  

“What is happening?
How many more lives will
be lost?” Chief  Justice
Datta questioned BMC
Counsel Anil Sakhare.
Sakhare informed the
bench that that the land in
Malvani belongs to the dis-
trict collector, and the
civic body doesn’t have
any control over the said
land parcel. He went on to
cite a government resolu-
tion claiming that the
state has notified that the
civic body would not be
the planning authority of
land parcels belonging to
the district collector. 

MALAD BUILDING COLLAPSE

Judicial inquiry into
‘man-made disaster’

No hope left for

people from BJP-led

UP govt: Akhilesh
LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav on Friday
claimed there is no hope
left for the people in Uttar
Pradesh as the BJP gov-
ernment is engaged in
'bandar baant', a Hindi
word which suggests that
the ruling party only
looks after its own people.

Yadav also accused the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) government in the
state of  mishandling the
Covid crisis, alleging cost-
ly treatment of  coron-
avirus, negligence in
treatment of  black fun-
gus, shortage of  life-sav-
ing medicines and stalled
development works.

"There is no hope left for
the people from the BJP
government which is en-
gaged in 'bandar baant',"
he said in a statement is-
sued here in Hindi.

KILLING 2 KERALA FISHERMEN
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