


23WORLDDHAKA: A Bangladeshi court on Tuesday sentenced in absentia
former top judge Surendra Kumar Sinha, the country's first chief
justice from the minority Hindu community, to 11 years in jail on

two counts of graft in a case over money laundering and breach of
trust. Dhaka Special Judge 4 Shaikh Nazmul Alam sentenced the
former chief justice, who currently lives in US, to 7 years in prison.
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AGENCIES
Singapore

A 33-year-old Indian-origin
Malaysian man's execution
was stayed on Tuesday by
Singapore's top court after
the convicted drug trafficker,
believed to be mentally chal-
lenged, tested positive for
Covid.
Nagaenthran K Dharma-
lingam was to be hanged at
Changi Prison for drug traf-
ficking on Wednesday. Singa-
pore's High Court on Mon-
day suspended his scheduled
execution until an appeal is
heard during an online hear-
ing.
Nagaenthran, who has
been on death row for 11
years, was ushered in briefly
into the dock at the Court of
Appeal for the hearing of  a
last-ditch appeal against his
death sentence, Channel

News Asia reported.
However, he was later
abruptly taken away, and a
judge informed the court
that Nagaenthran had tested
positive for Covid.
Justice Andrew Phang,
who appeared with fellow
judges Judith Prakash and
Kannan Ramesh, said, "this
is rather unexpected".
He said the court was of
the view that it was not ap-
propriate to proceed, "given
the circumstances".
"The execution is sched-
uled for tomorrow," said Jus-
tice Phang.
"... If  the applicant has
been afflicted by Covid ... it's
our view that the execution
cannot take place anyway,"
the judge said.
The prosecution said they
only just heard of  the devel-
opment and needed to take
instructions.

"I think here, we have to
use logic, common sense and
humanity," said Justice
Phang.
He adjourned the hearing
to a date yet to be fixed and
issued a stay of  the execu-
tion until proceedings are

concluded.
Lawyer M Ravi had taken
up Nagaenthran's case at the
eleventh hour, ahead of  his
scheduled hanging on
Wednesday.
His court application on
Monday for a judicial review

of  the case on grounds of
Nagaenthran's purported
mental disability was dis-
missed, but the judge grant-
ed a temporary stay of  his
execution until after Ravi ap-
pealed against the dismissal.
The case was fast-tracked
and the appeal set to be
heard in the highest court on
Tuesday afternoon, with a
packed courtroom including
foreign media and local ac-
tivists. Ravi was seen hug-
ging a fellow counsel after
the stay of  execution was an-
nounced, according to a
Channel News Asia report.
No other details of  when
Nagaenthran tested positive
for Covid were given, accord-
ing to the Channel.
Nagaenthran was sen-
tenced to death in 2010 for
importing 42.72g of  heroin
into Singapore in 2009 in a
bundle strapped to his thigh.

Singapore’s top court stays 
execution of Malaysian Indian

Undated handout pic shows Nagaenthran with family members.

AGENCIES / Peshawar

A century-old Hindu temple,
which was vandalised and
set on fire by an irate mob of
radical Islamists in north-
west Pakistan last year, has
been opened to devotees by
Chief  Justice Gulzar Ahmed
who had ordered authorities
to reconstruct it, according
to a media report on Tuesday.
In December last year, cen-
tury-old Shri Param Hans Ji
Maharaj temple in Teri vil-
lage in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa's Karak dis-
trict was vandalised and de-
molished by a mob led by
some local clerics belonging
to the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam
Fazl (JUI-F).
Chief  Justice Ahmed at the
time ordered authorities to
reconstruct the temple and
instructed them to recover
the money for the restora-
tion work from the attackers
whose act had caused "inter-
national embarrassment" to
Pakistan.
On Monday, Chief  Justice

Ahmed attended a grand
function at the rebuilt tem-
ple to celebrate Diwali festi-
val and to express solidarity
with the members of  the
Hindu community, the Ex-

press Tribune newspaper re-
ported.
Addressing the inaugural
ceremony, Chief  Justice
Ahmed said that the
Supreme Court of  Pakistan
has always taken steps to
protect the rights of  minori-
ties and it would continue to

do so in the future, the paper
reported.
He asserted that no one has
the authority to destroy or
harm a religious place of
worship belonging to anoth-
er community.
The community presented
the Chief  Justice with a tur-
ban and a digital Quran.
He was invited to the event
by the Pakistan Hindu Coun-
cil, which also hosted pil-
grims from Sindh and
Balochistan provinces. 
Pakistan Hindu Council
patron-in-chief  and member
of  the National Assembly Dr
Ramesh Kumar Vankwani
expressed gratitude to the
measures taken by the Chief
Justice and the Supreme
Court, the report said.
Kumar, a senior leader of
the ruling Tehreek-e-Insaaf
Party headed by Prime Min-
ister Imran Khan, said that if
similar steps are taken to in-
augurate four other historic
temples, it would help im-
prove the country's image in
the world, the report said.

Pak CJ inaugurates rebuilt Hindu
temple destroyed by radicals

The rebuilt shrine is
associated with a
saint, Shri Param
Hans Ji Maharaj, in
Karak district of

Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa

province where the
temple was

established in 1920.

Riot police sent at Poland-Belarus border
AGENCIES / Warsaw

Polish riot police rein-
forced Poland's eastern
border on Tuesday, a day af-
ter hundreds of  migrants
tried to storm across the
razor-wire border fence
from Belarus. Thousands
of  migrants still remained
on the Belarussian side

and Polish authorities
feared the tense standoff
could escalate.
Polish authorities report-
ed that the situation on the
border - which is also the
eastern border for the 27-
nation European Union
and NATO - was calm
overnight and Tuesday
morning, but after Mon-

day's border scrum they
said they were bracing for
any possibility.
Poland's Defence Min-
istry said Tuesday that a
large group of  Belarusian
forces was moving toward
the migrants, who were
camping out on the border.
Major Katarzyna
Zdanowicz, from the re-

gion's border guards, esti-
mated 3,000-4,000 migrants
were along the border, in-
cluding about 800 in the
vicinity of  the large
makeshift migrant camp.
She also said there was a
greater concentration of
Belarusian services on the
border to "control, steer
and direct these people." 

Palestinians too victims of Pegasus
OUR BUREAU / New Delhi

International hacking ex-
perts say Palestinians be-
longing to rights organiza-
tions that Israel outlawed
had been targeted by spy-
ware made by the Israeli
tech firm NSO Group, The
New York Times reported.
It raised questions about
whether the Israeli govern-
ment was behind the hack-

ing, a claim that officials
there denied.
NSO, which was recently
blacklisted by the US, has
been criticized for years for
selling its spyware pro-
gramme, Pegasus, to clients
that include authoritarian
governments. 
Pegasus allows users to
remotely monitor a
phone’s location and ex-
tract contents.
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þfÔ¨f dSX´fûMXÊ IZY Af²ffSX ´fSX
Qûd¿f¹fûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY
IYfSXÊUfBÊ WXû¦fe�·fc´fZÔQi
·fû´ff»f,(d³f´fi)Ü ³f¦fSXe¹f dUIYfÀf EUÔ
AfUfÀf ¸fÔÂfe EUÔ ·fû´ff»f dþ»fZ IZY ´fi·ffSXe
·fc´fZÔQi dÀfÔWX ³fZ Afþ IYWXf dIY ¹fWXfÔ IY¸f»ff
³fZWX÷Y AÀ´f°ff»f IZY dVfVfb UfOXÊ ¸fZÔ Af¦f
»f¦f³fZ IYe QbJQ §fMX³ff IYe þfÔ¨f ¸fZÔ þû ·fe
Qû¿fe ´ff¹ff þfE¦ff, CXÀfIZY dJ»ffRY
IYfSXÊUfBÊ IYe þfE¦feÜ ßfe dÀfÔWX ³fZ ¹fWXfÔ
IY¸f»ff ³fZWX÷Y AÀ´f°ff»f ´fdSXÀfSX IYf
¸fbAf¹f³ff dIY¹ffÜ CX³WXûÔ³fZ BÀf ¸füIZY ´fSX
¸fedOX¹ff ÀfZ IYWXf dIY Àfû¸fUfSX SXfdÂf IYe ¹fWX
§fMX³ff QbJQ WX`Ü ¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe ³fZ þfÔ¨f IZY
AfQZVf dQE WX`ÔÜ BÀfIYe þfÔ¨f dSX´fûMXÊ ¸fZÔ þû
·fe Qû¿fe WXû¦ff, CXÀfIZY dJ»ffRY IYfSXÊUfBÊ
WXû¦feÜ BÀfIZY A»ffUf ÀfSXIYfSX UZ Àf·fe
CX´ff¹f IYSXZ¦fe, dþÀfÀfZ BÀf °fSXWX IYe
Qb·ffÊ¦¹f´fc¯fÊ §fMX³ffEÔ ·fdU¿¹f ¸fZÔ ³fWXeÔ WXûÔÜ

Afþ AÀ°f WXû°fZ AüSX IY»f
CX¦f°fZ Àfc¹fÊ IYû A²¹fÊ QZIYSX
IYSXZÔ¦fZ Vfâe Ui°f
dUdQVff,(d³f´fi)Ü ·ffSX°f IZY d¶fWXfSX ´fifÔ°f IYf ÀfUfÊd²fIY
´fi¨fd»f°f EUÔ ´ffU³f ´fUÊ WX` Ü Àfc¹fÊ Vfâe Àfc¹fÊ Vfâe ´fi¸fbJ
øY´f ÀfZ ·f¦fUf³f Àfc¹fÊ³ffSXf¹f¯f IYf Ui°f WX`Ü BÀf Ui°f ¸fZÔ
ÀfUÊ°fû·ffUZ³f ·f¦fUf³f Àfc¹fÊ³ffSXf¹f¯f IYe ´fcþf IYe þf°fe
WX`Ü¹fWX Ui°f ´fdSXUfdSXIY ÀfbJ Àf¸fÈdð °f±ff ¸f³fûUfÔdL°f
RY»f ´fifd~ IZY d»fE dIY¹ff þf°ff WX` Ü IYfd°fÊIY Vfb¢»f ´fÃf
Àfc¹fÊ Vfâe 10 ³fUÔ¶fSX ¶fb²fUfSX IYû OXc¶f°fZ WXbE Àfc¹fÊ IYû
A§¹fÊ QZIYSX Ui°f ´fifSXÔ·f dIY¹ff þfE¦ff AüSX 11 ³fUÔ¶fSX
¦fb÷YUfSX IYû CX¦f°fZ WXbE ÀfcSXþ IYe AfSXf²f³ff IZY Àff±f BÀf
Ui°f IYf Àf¸ff´f³f dIY¹ff þfE¦ffÜ ²f¸ffÊd²fIYfSXe ´fÔdOX°f
dU³fûQ VffÀÂfe ³fZ ¶f°ff¹ff dIY Ui°f ÀfZ VfdöY AüSX ¶fišf Qû³fûÔ
IYe AfSXf²f³ff IYf d¸f»f°ff WX` RY»f BÀf U¿fÊ Àfc¹fÊ Vfâe IYf
Ui°f 10 ³fUÔ¶fSX ¶fb²fUfSX ÀfZ ´fifSXÔ·f WXû¦ff AüSX 11 ³fUÔ¶fSX
¦fb÷YUfSX IYû CX¦f°fZ WXbE Àfc¹fÊ IYû A§¹fÊ QZIYSX Ui°f IYf
Àf¸ff´f³f dIY¹ff þfE¦ffÜ Ui°f ¸fZÔ Vfâe QZUe IYe d¸f˜e IYe
´fid°f¸ff ¶f³ffIYSX CXÀfIYf Af½WXf³f dIY¹ff þf°ff WX` Vfâe
QZUe IYû Àf¸fÀ°f »fû¦fûÔ IZY ¶ff»fIYûÔ IYe SXÃff IYSX³fZ Uf»fZ
QZUe ·fe ¸ff³ff þf°ff WX` BÀf Ui°f IZY ´ff»f³f ÀfZ VfdöY AüSX
¶fišf Qû³fûÔ IYe AfSXf²f³ff IYf RY»f d¸f»f°ff WX` Vfâe d°fd±f
IYf ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ·fe ÀfÔ°ff³f IYe Af¹fb ÀfZ WXû°ff WX` Àfc¹fÊ IYû ´fWX»ff
A§¹fÊ 10 ³fUÔ¶fSX Vff¸f IYû AüSX QcÀfSXf A§¹fÊ 11 ³fUÔ¶fSX
IYû Àfb¶fWX dQ¹ff þfE¦ff ¹fWX Ui°f IYfd°fÊIY ¸ffÀf IYe Vfb¢»f
´fÃf IYe Vfâe d°fd±f IYû Àfc¹fÊ Vfâe Ui°f dIY¹ff þf°ff WX`Ü 

·fû´ff»f,(d³f´fi)Ü ¸f²¹f´fiQZVf IZY Àf¶fÀfZ ¶fOÞXZ ÀfSXIYfSXe
AÀ´f°ff»f WX¸fedQ¹ff AÀ´f°ff»f ¸fZÔ Àfû¸fUfSX SXf°f IYû WXbE
·fe¿f¯f Ad¦³fIYfÔOX IZY QcÀfSXZ dQ³f ·fe ARYSXf-°fRYSXe IYf
¸ffWXü»f ¶f³ff WXbAf WX`Ü EÀfE³fÀfe¹fc UfOXÊ ¸fZÔ ·f°feÊ IYSXe¶f 7
¶f¨¨fûÔ IYe ¸fü°f A¶f °fIY WXû ¨fbIYe WX`Ü WXf»ffÔdIY ÀfSXIYfSX
³fZ 4 ¶f¨¨fûÔ IYe WXe ¸f°f IYe ´fbdá IYe WX`Ü IYBÊ ´fdSXþ³f A¶f
·fe ¶f¨¨ff ³fWXeÔ d¸f»f³fZ ¹ff ¶f¨¨ff ¶fQ»f þf³fZ IYe dVfIYf¹f°f
IYSX SXWXZ WX`ÔÜ ´fcUÊ ¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe IY¸f»f³ff±f IZY Àff±f ´fcUÊ ¸fÔÂfe
´feÀfe Vf¸ffÊ AüSX ·fû´ff»f dþ»ff IYfÔ¦fiZÀf A²¹fÃf I`Y»ffVf
d¸fßff ·fe Àff±f ±fZÜ IY¸f»f³ff±f ³fZ IY¸f»ff ³fZWX÷Y AÀ´f°ff»f
´fdSXÀfSX ´fWXbÔ¨fIYSX dVfVfb UfOXÊ ¸fZÔ Af¦f »f¦f³fZ IYe §fMX³ff IZY
¶ffQ IYe dÀ±fd°f IYf þf¹fþf d»f¹ffÜ IY¸f»f³ff±f ³fZ ´fedOÞX°f
´fdSXUfSXûÔ ÀfZ ·fe ¸fb»ffIYf°f IYeÜ CX³WXûÔ³fZ d¨fdIY°ÀfIYûÔ ÀfZ
¶f¨¨fûÔ IZY B»ffþ IZY ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ ·fe ¨f¨ffÊ IYeÜ IY¸f»f³ff±f
³fZ AfSXû´f »f¦ff¹ff dIY ¹fWXfÔ AfÔIYOÞXZ dL´ff³fZ IYf JZ»f ¨f»f
SXWXf WX`Ü CX³WXûÔ³fZ ÀUfÀ±¹f ¸fÔÂfe IZY ¶fÔ¦f»fZ IYf §fZSXfU IYSX³fZ
IYe ¶ff°f ·fe IYWXeÜ IY¸f»f³ff±f ³fZ IYWXf dIY BÀf ¸ff¸f»fZ IYe
þfÔ¨f dÀfdMXÔ¦f þþ ÀfZ IYSXf³ff ¨ffdWXEÜ d´fL»fZ 6 ¸ffWX ¸fZÔ
¹fWX QcÀfSXe §fMX³ff WX`Ü dU·ff¦fe¹f ¸fÔÂfe IYû dþ¸¸fZQfSXe »fZ°fZ
WXbE BÀ°feRYf QZ³ff ¨ffdWXEÜ

WX¸fedQ¹ff WXfQÀff, IY¸f»f³ff±f ´fWbaX¨fZ AÀ´f°ff»f
IYWXf : dU·ff¦fe¹f ¸fÔÂfe BÀ°feRYf QZÔ

¨f»f SXWXf AfÔIYOÞXZ dL´ff³fZ IYf JZ»f

IY¸f»ff ³fZWX÷Y AÀ´f°ff»f ´fWXbÔ¨fe A¨fÊ³ff þf¹fÀfUf»f
ÀUfÀ±¹f ¸fÔÂfe ÀfZ ¸ffÔ¦ff BÀ°feRYf

·fû´ff»f,(d³f´fi)Ü ·fû´ff»f IZY WX¸fedQ¹ff AÀ´f°ff»f IZY dVfVfb UfOXÊ ¸fZÔ þû Af¦f »f¦feÜ CXÀf¸fZÔ dþ³f
¶f¨¨fûÔ ³fZ AfgJ ·fe ³fWXeÔ Jû»fe ±feÜ UWX Af¦f ÀfZ þ»fIYSX IYf»f IYUd»f°f WXû ¦f¹fZÜ ¹fWX A°¹f³°f
Qb·ffÊ¦¹f´fc¯fÊ EUÔ Qb:JQ §fMX³ff WX`Ü OXfg.A¨fÊ³ff þf¹fÀfUf»f A²¹fÃf ¸f´fi ¸fdWX»ff IYfgÔ¦fiZÀf ³fZ ¶f°ff¹ff
WX¸fedQ¹ff AÀ´f°ff»f IZY A³QSX þf³fZ ³fWXeÔ dQ¹ff ¦f¹ffÜ AÀ´f°ff»f IZY ¶ffWXSX ¶f¨¨fûÔ IZY ´fdSXþ³f
¶fQWXUfÀf WXf»f°f ¸fZÔ §fc¸f SXWXZ WX`Ü d¶f»fJ SXWXZ WX` AüSX A´f³fZ ¶f¨¨fûÔ IYû PXcÔPX SXWXZ WX`Ü OXfg.þf¹fÀfUf»f
³fZ IYWXf ´fcUÊ ¸fZÔ ·fe EZÀfe §fMX³ff AÀ´f°ff»f ¸fZÔ IYBÊ ¶ffSX WXû ¨fbIYe WX` ´fSX³°fb ·ffþ´ff IYf VffÀf³f,
´fiVffÀf³f AüSX AÀ´f°ff»f ´fi¶fÔ²f³f AfgJ ¸fcÔQIYSX ¶f`NXf WX`Ü Afþ IYe §fMX³ff dQ»f QWX»ff QZ³fZ Uf»fe
WX`Ü UZ ¸ffÔ¦f IYSX°fe WX`Ô dIY Qûd¿f¹fûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY IYOÞXe ÀfZ IYOÞXe IYf¹fÊUfWXe WXû, ÀUfÀ±¹f ¸fÔÂfe,
BÀ°feRYf QZÜ ¶f¨¨fûÔ IZY ´fdSXþ³fûÔ IZY BÀf AÀf‘ Qb:J IYe §fOÞXe ¸fZÔ WX¸f CX³fIZY Àff±f WX`Ü 

·fû´ff»fÜ ¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe dVfUSXfþ dÀfÔWX ¨füWXf³f ÀfZ Uf¹fb ÀfZ³ff IZY
IY¸ffÔdOXÔ¦f B³f ¨feRY AfSX.þZ. OXIYU±fÊ ³fZ ¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe d³fUfÀf ´fSX
Àfüþ³¹f ·fZÔMX IYeÜ

·fû´ff»f,(d³f´fi)Ü WX¸fedQ¹ff WXfgdÀ´fMX»f ¸fZÔ Af¦f
»f¦f³fZ IZY ¸ff¸f»fZ ¸fZÔ ¸f²¹f´fiQZVf IYe ´fcUÊ ¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe
AüSX ·ffþ´ff ³fZÂfe CX¸ff ·ffSX°fe ³fZ ½¹fUÀ±ff ´fSX ÀfUf»f
CXNXfE WX`ÔÜ CX³WXûÔ³fZ ÀfûVf»f ¸fedOX¹ff ´fSX WXfQÀfZ ´fSX QbJ
´fiIYMX dIY¹ffÜ Àff±f WXe IYWXf dIY ¸fÈ°fIY dVfVfbAûÔ IZY
¸ff°ff-d´f°ff EUÔ ´fdSXUfSX IZY ´fid°f ¸fZSXe A°¹fd²fIY
ÀfÔUZQ³ff WX`Ü ¹fôd´f CX³fIZY QbJûÔ IYe ·fSX´ffBÊ ³fWXeÔ WXû
ÀfIY°fe, ´fSXÔ°fb A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IZY dJ»ffRY IYNXûSX°f¸f
IYfSXUfBÊ ÀfZ SXfþ²f¸fÊ ´ff»f³f WXû¦ffÜ

CX¸ff ·ffSX°fe ³fZ ÀfûVf»f ¸fedOX¹ff ´fSX d»fJf dIY
·fû´ff»f IZY WX¸fedQ¹ff WXfgdÀ´fMX»f IZY AÔ°f¦fÊ°f IY¸f»ff
³fZWXøY AÀ´f°ff»f IZY ³fUþf°f dVfVfb UfOXÊ ¸fZÔ WXbE
WXfQÀfZ ¸fZÔ ³fUþf°f dVfVfbAûÔ IYe QQÊ³ffIY ¸fü°f WXbBÊ WX`Ü
BÀfZ ·fb»ff¹ff ³fWXeÔ þf ÀfIY°ffÜ BÀf WXfQÀfZ ³fZ A³fZIY
ÀfUf»f JOÞXZ IYSX dQE WX`ÔÜ BÀf¸fZÔ dþ³WXûÔ³fZ ·fe
»ff´fSXUfWXe IYe WX`Ô, CX³WXZÔ Ad°fVfe§fi IYNXûSX°f¸f QÔOX
d¸f»f³ff ¨ffdWXEÜ ¸f²¹f´fiQZVf IZY ¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe dVfUSXfþ
dÀfÔWX ¨f`WXf³f ÀfZ ¶ff°f WXbBÊ WX`ÔÜ UZ ·fe BÀf §fMX³ff ÀfZ ¶fWXb°f
QbJe WX`ÔÜ CX³WXûÔ³fZ ÀfUf»f dIY¹ff dIY IY¸f»ff ³fZWXøY

AÀ´f°ff»f IZY ³fUþf°f dVfVfb UfOXÊ IYf RYf¹fSX AfgdOXMX
IY¶f ÀfZ ³fWXeÔ WXbAf? CXÀfIZY ¸fZÔMXZ³fZÔÀf AüSX ¸ffgd³fMXdSXÔ¦f
IYe dþ¸¸fZQfSXe dIYÀfIYe ±fe? BÀfZ IY¶f AüSX dIY°f³ff
¶fþMX d¸f»ff WX`? ÀffSXZ °f±¹fûÔ IYe þfÔ¨f IYSX
A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IYû °fbSXÔ°f IYNXûSX°f¸f QÔOX d¸f»f³ff ¨ffdWXEÜ

CX¨¨fÀ°fSXe¹f þfÔ¨f
IZY AfQZVf

·fû´ff»f IZY WX¸fedQ¹ff WXfgdÀ´fMX»f ´fdSXÀfSX ¸fZÔ dÀ±f°f
IY¸f»ff ³fZWXøY ¦f`Àf SXfWX°f WXfgdÀ´fMX»f ¸fZÔ Àfû¸fUfSX SXf°f
IYSXe¶f 9 ¶fþZ Af¦f »f¦fe ±feÜ AÀ´f°ff»f IYe °feÀfSXe
¸fÔdþ»f ´fSX ¶f¨¨ff UfOXÊ IZY EÀfE³fÀfe¹fc ¸fZÔ 40 ¶f¨¨fZ
·f°feÊ ±fZ, þWXfÔ Af¦f ÀfZ Àf¶fÀfZ Ad²fIY ³fbIYÀff³f WXbAf
WX`Ü WXfQÀff VffgMXÊ ÀfdIYÊMX IYe UþWX ÀfZ WXû³fZ IYe ¶ff°f
IYWXe þf SXWXe WX`Ü ¸fb£¹f¸fÔÂfe ³fZ CX¨¨fÀ°fSXe¹f þfÔ¨f IZY
d³fQZÊVf dQE WX`ÔÜ ÀfcÂfûÔ IYf IYWX³ff WX` dIY ´fûÀMX¸ffMXÊ¸f IZY
d»fE 7 ¶f¨¨fûÔ IZY VfU »ffE ¦fE WX`ÔÜ WXf»ffÔdIY,
ÀfSXIYfSXe AfÔIYOÞXûÔ IZY ¸fb°ffd¶fIY ¨ffSX ¶f¨¨fûÔ IYe ¸fü°f
WXbBÊ WX`Ü EIY QþÊ³f ÀfZ Ad²fIY ³fUþf°f Ófb»fÀf ¦fE WX`ÔÜ 

WX¸fedQ¹ff Ad¦³fIYfÔOX,CX¸ff ·ffSX°fe ³fZ
CXNXfE RYf¹fSX ÀfZµMXe ´fSX ÀfUf»f 

IYWXf- A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ ´fSX IYfSXÊUfBÊ ÀfZ WXû¦ff SXfþ²f¸fÊ IYf ´ff»f³f ·fû´ff»f,(d³f´fi)Ü IY¸f»ff ³fZWXøY
d¨fdIY°Àff»f¹f ¸fZÔ Àfû¸fUfSX IYe SXf°f WXbBÊ
Af¦fþ³fe ¸fZÔ WX¸fedQ¹ff AÀ´f°ff»f
¸f`³fZþ¸fZÔMX IYe ¶fOÞXe »ff´fSXUfWXe Àff¸f³fZ
AfBÊ WX`Ü ³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f IYf RYf¹fSX d¶fi¦fZOX
dU·ff¦f IZY »f¦ff°ffSX ³fûdMXÀf IZY ¶ffQ ·fe
¸f`³fZþ¸fZÔMX ³fZ RYf¹fSX dÀfÀMX¸f Àfb²ffSX³fZ
IYe þøYSX°f °fIY ³fWXeÔ Àf¸fÓfeÜ d´fL»fZ
EIY Àff»f ¸fZÔ IYSXe¶f 4 ÀfZ 5 ¶ffSX ³fûdMXÀf
þfSXe dIYE ¦fE, »fZdIY³f ¸f`³fZþ¸fZÔMX ³fZ
²¹ff³f ³fWXeÔ dQ¹ffÜ AfdJSXe ¶ffSX 22 þc³f
IYû AÀ´f°ff»f ´fi¶fÔ²f³f IYû CX³fIZY RYf¹fSX
dÀfÀMX¸f IYe Jf¸fe Àfb²ffSX³fZ IZY d»fE
³fûdMXÀf þfSXe dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff ±ffÜ
BÀf ³fûdMXÀf IYû ·fe 147 dQ³f ¶fe°f ¨fbIZY
WX`ÔÜ 8 ³fUÔ¶fSX °fIY AÀ´f°ff»f ´fi¶fÔ²f³f ³fZ
Àfb²ffSX ³fWXeÔ dIY¹ffÜ ³f WXe RYf¹fSX
dÀfÀMX¸f IYû A´fOXZMX dIY¹ff ³ff ³fE
CX´fIYSX¯f »f¦fUfE AüSX ³ff ´fbSXf³fZ IYe
¸fSX¸¸f°f IYSX³fZ IYe þWX¸f°f CXNXfBÊÜ
³fûdMXÀf IZY ´fWX»fZ RYf¹fSX dOX´ffMXÊ¸fZÔMX IYe
°fSXRY ÀfZ 15 ¸fBÊ IYû ¸ffgIYdOÑ»f ·fe IYe
¦fBÊ ±feÜ CXÀf QüSXf³f d¸f»fe Jfd¸f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ

Àfb²ffSX IZY d»fE IYWXf ¦f¹ff ±ffÜ ¹fWX ·fe
¨fZ°ff¹ff ¦f¹ff ±ff dIY IY·fe IYûBÊ
Af¦fþ³fe §fMX³ff WXbBÊ, °fû I`YÀfZ d³f´fMXZÔ¦fZÜ
¶fWXb°f ÀffSXe ¦fRY»f°f d¸f»fe ±fe, »fZdIY³f
AÀ´f°ff»f ´fi¶fÔ²f³f IYe °fSXRY ÀfZ ³fWXeÔ
Àfb²ffSX ³fWXeÔ dIY¹ff ¦f¹ffÜ 22 þc³f IZY
´fWX»fZ 12 A´fi`»f IYû ·fe RYf¹fSX dÀfÀMX¸f
IYe Jfd¸f¹fûÔ AüSX CXÀfZ Àfb²ffSX IZY d»fE
³fûdMXÀf þfSXe dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff ±ffÜ
12 A´fi`»f IYû ¹fZ RYf¹fSX dU·ff¦f IYe AûSX
ÀfZ IY¸f»ff ³fZWXøY AÀ´f°ff»f IYû þfSXe
dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff ±ffÜ 12 A´fi`»f IYû ¹fZ RYf¹fSX
dU·ff¦f IYe AûSX ÀfZ IY¸f»ff ³fZWXøY
AÀ´f°ff»f IYû þfSXe dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff ±ffÜ
³f¦fSX d³f¦f¸f ¸fZÔ RYf¹fSX dU·ff¦f IZY
´fi·ffSXe A´fSX Af¹fböY IZYEÀf ´fdSXWXfSX ³fZ
¶f°ff¹ff dIY d´fL»fZ EIY OXZPÞX Àff»f ¸fZÔ
IY¸f»ff ³fZWXøY d¨fdIY°Àff»f¹f IYû ¨ffSX�
´ffÔ¨f ³fûdMXÀf þfSXe dIYE þf ¨fbIZY WX`hÜ
BÀfIZY ¶ffQ ·fe dOX´ffMXÊ¸fZÔMX IYe °fSXRY ÀfZ
»f¦ff°ffSX ·fZþZ ¦fE ³fûdMXÀf AüSX Jfd¸f¹fûÔ
IYû Àfb²ffSX³fZ IYû »fZIYSX UZ ³fþSX AÔQfþ
IYSX°fZ SXWXZÜ

WX¸fedQ¹ff ¸f`³fZþ¸fZÔMX IYe »ff´fSXUfWXe

³fûdMXÀf AüSX ¨fZ°ffU³fe IZY ¶ffQ ·fe
³fWXeÔ Àfb²ffSXf RYf¹fSX dÀfÀMX¸f  

·fû´ff»f,(d³f´fi)Ü ·fû´ff»f
´fbd»fÀf ³fZ Àfû¸fUfSX SXf°f IYû
¦f»»ff ¸fÔOXe IZY Àff¸f³fZ WXbBÊ WX°¹ff
IZY AfSXûd´f¹fûÔ IYû d¦fSXµ°ffSX IYSX
d»f¹ff WX`Ü AfSXûd´f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ °fe³f
³ff¶ffd»f¦f ·fe Vffd¸f»f WX`ÔÜ ¸ff¸f»ff
Lû»ff ±ff³ff ÃfZÂf IYf WX`Ü Àfû¸fUfSX
SXf°f IYSXe¶f ³fü ¶fþZ ¨fÔQc ´fÔ±fe
d³fUfÀfe ´fiZ¸f³f¦fSX, IYf Af»fûIY
IbY¨fUÔdQ¹ff AüSX Qû ³ff¶ffd»f¦fûÔ
ÀfZ dUUfQ WXû ¦f¹ff ±ffÜ dUUfQ
WXû³fZ IZY ¶ffQ ¨fÔQc ´fÔ±fe UWXeÔ JOÞXf
±ff, þ¶fdIY Af»fûIY Àffd±f¹fûÔ
IYû ¶fb»ff »ff¹ff ±ffÜ UWX Àff±f ¸fZÔ
LbSXe »fZIYSX AfE ±fZÜ dUUfQ ¶fPÞXf
°fû ³ff¶ffd»f¦fûÔ ³fZ ¨fÔQc IYû ´fIYOÞXf
AüSX Af»fûIY IZY Àff±f-Àff±f
Vff³fc  IbY¨fUÔdQ¹ff ³fZ CXÀf ´fSX LbSXe

ÀfZ IYBÊ ¶ffSX UfSX dIYEÜ BÀfÀfZ ¨fÔQc
IYe ¸füIZY ´fSX ¸fü°f WXû ¦fBÊ AüSX
AfSXû´fe RYSXfSX WXû ¦fEÜ ¨fÔQc IZY
·ffBÊ dU¢IYe IYe dVfIYf¹f°f ´fSX
Lû»ff ±ff³fZ ¸fZÔ IZYÀf QþÊ WXbAf
±ffÜ ´fbd»fÀf ³fZ Af»fûIY IYû
dUdQVff ÀfZ AüSX Vff³fc IYû ·ff³f´fbSX
¨f`SXfWXZ IZY ´ffÀf SXZ»fUZ ´fMXSXe ÀfZ
d¦fSXµ°ffSX dIY¹ff WX`Ü °fe³fûÔ
³ff¶ffd»f¦fûÔ IYû ·fe dWXSXfÀf°f ¸fZÔ
»fZIYSX WXd±f¹ffSX ¶fSXf¸fQ dIYE
¦fEÜ ±ff³ff ´fi·ffSXe Ad³f»f dÀfÔWX
¸fü¹fÊ ³fZ ¶f°ff¹ff dIY Vff³fc
IbY¨fUÔdQ¹ff, CX¸fi 30 Àff»f AüSX
Af»fûIY IbY¨fUÔdQ¹ff CX¸fi 19
Àff»f IYû IZY Àff±f-Àff±f °fe³fûÔ
³ff¶ffd»f¦f A´fSXfd²f¹fûÔ IYû
d¦fSXµ°ffSX IYSX d»f¹ff ¦f¹ff WX`Ü

WX°¹ff IZY AfSXû´fe IYû
dIY¹ff d¦fSXµ°ffSX

·ffBÊ Qcþ ¸f³ffIYSX
»füMXZ °f¶f °fIY WXû
¦f¹ff §fSX ÀffRY
·fû´ff»f,(d³f´fi)Ü VfWXSX IZY Lû»ff ¸fÔdQSX ±ff³ff
ÃfZÂf dÀ±f°f Qf¸fJZOÞXf B»ffIZY ¸fZÔ SXWX³fZ Uf»fZ
dÀfÔ¨ffBÊ dU·ff¦f IZY ARYÀfSX IZY Àfc³fZ §fSX ´fSX
¶fQ¸ffVfûÔ ³fZ ²ffUf ¶fû»ff AüSX UWXfÔ ÀfZ þZUSX
U ³f¦fQe Àf¸fZ°f IYSXe¶f °fe³f »ffJ ÷Y´fE IYf
Àff¸ff³f »fZIYSX ¨fÔ´f°f WXû ¦fEÜ Ad²fIYfSXe IYe
´f}e þ¶f QcÀfSXZ dQ³f §fSX Uf´fÀf »füMX IYSX
AfBÊÔ, °f¶f CX³WXZÔ ¨fûSXe IYe UfSXQf°f IYf ´f°ff
¨f»ffÜ B²fSX ¨fûSXûÔ ³fZ ·fZ»fIY¸feÊ IZY Àfc³fZ §fSX
IYû d³fVff³ff ¶f³ff¹ff °f±ff WXþfSXûÔ IYf
Àff¸ff³f »fZIYSX ·ff¦f d³fIY»fZÜ ´fbd»fÀf ³fZ
Qû³fûÔ WXe ¸ff¸f»fûÔ ¸fZÔ AÄff°f AfSXûd´f¹fûÔ IZY
dJ»ffRY ¨fûSXe IYf ´fiIYSX¯f QþÊ IYSX þfÔ¨f
VfbøY IYSX Qe WX`Ü Lû»ff ¸fÔdQSX ´fbd»fÀf IZY
A³fbÀffSX 27 U¿feÊ¹f ´fcþf AdWXSXUfSX
Qf¸fJZOÞXf B»ffIZY ¸fZÔ SXWX°fe WX`ÔÜ UZ EIY
¦fÈdWX¯fe WX`ÔÜ CX³fIZY ´fd°f ¸f³fûþ AdWXSXUfSX
dÀfÔ¨ffBÊ dU·ff¦f ¸fZÔ E¢þe¢¹fcdMXU BÔþed³f¹fSX
WX`ÔÜ UZ U°fÊ¸ff³f ¸fZÔ SXfþ¦fPÞX ¸fZÔ ´fQÀ±f WX`ÔÜ

SXZ»fUZ ¶fûOXÊ A²¹fÃf
³fZ dIY¹ff ÀMXZVf³f IYf
d³fSXeÃf¯f  
·fû´ff»f,(d³f´fi)Ü d³fþe ÀfSXIYfSXe ·ff¦feQfSXe
IZY °fWX°f ´fb³fdUÊIYdÀf°f EUÔ A°¹ff²fbd³fIY
ÀfbdU²ffAûÔ ÀfZ ÀfbÀfdªþ°f ·fû´ff»f IZY
WX¶fe¶f¦fÔþ SXZ»fUZ ÀMXZVf³f IYf SXZ»fUZ ¶fûOXÊ IZY
A²¹fÃf Àfb³fe°f Vf¸ffÊ ³fZ d³fSXeÃf¯f IYSX
ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f Ad²fIYfdSX¹fûÔ IYû AfUV¹fIY
dQVffd³fQZÊVf dQEÜ BÀf ´fb³fdUÊIYdÀf°f ÀMXZVf³f
IYf ´fi²ff³f¸fÔÂfe ³fSXZÔQi ¸fûQe 15 ³fUÔ¶fSX IYû
¹fWXfÔ »fûIYf´fÊ¯f IYSXZÔ¦fZÜ BÀfIZY d»fE
°f`¹ffdSX¹ffÔ þûSXVfûSX ÀfZ ¨f»f SXWXe WX`ÔÜ

IbYSXUfBÊ,(d³f´fi)Ü ·fûSXfÀff ÀfZ °f¸fûBÊ¹ff ¶fSXJZOÞXf ÀfOÞXIY ¸ff¦fÊ ¦fèûÔ ¸fZÔ
°f¶Qe»f... IbYSXUfBÊ IbYSXUfBÊ ÀfZ »f¦f·f¦f 3 dIY»fû¸feMXSX QcSX ·fûSXfÀff ¸fZ³f þûOÞX
ÀfZ ¶f³fe ÀfOÞXIY þû °f¸fûBÊ¹ff ¶fSXJZOÞXf WXû°fe WXbBÊ ¸fZ³f SXûOX AVfûIY³f¦fSX SXûOX
´fSX »f¦f°fe WX`Ü ¹fWX ÀfOÞXIY °f¸fûBÊ¹ff ÀfZ ¶fSXJZOÞXf °fIY ¦fèûÔ ¸fZÔ °f¶Qe»f WXû
¨fbIYe WX` Ü »fû¦fûÔ IYû ·ffSXe ´fSXZVff³fe IYf Àff¸f³ff IYSX³ff ´fOÞX SXWXf WX` Ü »f¦f·f¦f
¨ffSX-´ffÔ¨f Àff»f ´fWX»fZ ¶f³fe ¹fWX ÀfOÞXIY BÀf ÀfOÞXIY IYû »fûIY d³f¸ffÊ¯f
dU·ff¦f ³fZ ¶f³fUf¹ff ±ffÜ BÀf ÀfOÞXIY ÀfZ MXû»f ¶f¨ff³fZ IZY ¨f¢IYSX ¸fZÔ ·ffSXe
UfWX³fûÔ IYf d³fIY»f³ff VfbøY WXbAfÜ BÀf AfUfþfWXe VfbøY WXû³fZ ÀfZ BÀf SXûOX
IYe WXf»f°f JÀ°ff WXû ¦fBÊ Ü ·fûSXfÀff ÀfZ »f¦f·f¦f 4 dIY»fû¸feMXSX QcSX ¶f³fZ MXû»f
´fSX ·ffSXe SXIY¸f QZ³fe ´fOÞX°fe WX`Ü BÀf IYfSX¯f »fû¦fûÔ ³fZ MXû»f ¶f¨ff³fZ IZY ¨f¢IYSX
¸fZÔ BÀf VffMXÊIYMX SXfÀ°fZ IYû ¨fb³ff . B³f d³fIY»f³fZ Uf»fZ UfWX³fûÔ ¸fZÔ WXfUZÊÀMXSX
,þZÀfe¶fe ,MÑIY, OXÔ´fSX AfdQ ¶fOÞXZ UfWX³f ·fe WX`Ô þû Àfe²fZ ¶fSXUfBÊ IZY ´ffÀf
AVfûIY³f¦fSX ¸ff¦fÊ ´fSX ¸fZ³f SXûOX ´fSX d³fIY»f°fZ WX`Ô Ü 

¦fOXPXûÔ ¸fZÔ °f¶Qe»f ÀfOÞXIY ÀfZ Àf`IYOÞXûÔ
»fû¦fûÔ IYû WXû°fe WX` dQ¢IY°f

dUdQVff,(d³f´fi)Ü dþ»ff Ad·f·ff¿fIY ÀfÔ§f
IZY A²¹fÃf A°fb»f U¸ffÊ IZY ³fZ°fÈ°U ¸fZÔ UIYe»fûÔ ³fZ
IY»fZ¢MXSX CX¸ffVfÔIYSX ·ff¦fÊU IYû ÀfüÔ´fZ Äff´f³f ¸fZÔ
¶f°ff¹ff dIY ÀfÔ§f õfSXf 25 A¢MXc¶fSX IYû
EÀfOXeAû dUdQVff IZY ³ff¸f EIY AfUZQ³f dQ¹ff
¦f¹ff ±ff dþÀf¸fZÔ SXfþÀU ³¹ff¹ff»f¹fûÔ ¸fZÔ Àfb³fUfBÊ-
´f`SXUe WXZ°fb IYûBÊ Àf¸f¹f d³fd¿¨f°f ³fWXeÔ WX` dþÀfIZY
IYfSX¯f AdU²fUöYfAûÔ IYû ·ffSXe AÀfbdU²ff WXû
SXWXe WX`Ü BÀf ÀfÔQ·fÊ ¸fZÔ EÀfOXeAû dUdQVff õfSXf
IYûBÊ IYf¹fÊUfWXe ³fWXeÔ IYe ¦fBÊÜ dþ»ff
Ad·f·ff¿fIY ÀfÔ§f IYe AûSX ÀfZ EIY ´fÂf ·fe
IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f IYû dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff ±ff dþÀf¸fZÔ ÀfÔ§f IZY
ÀfQÀ¹f ¸fbIZYVf °ff¸fiIYfSX EOXUûIZYMX õfSXf
°fWXÀfe»f ³¹ff¹ff»f¹f õfSXf ·fZQ·ffU IYSX Ad²fIY
þb¸ffÊ³ff SXfdVf IYSX³fZ Àf¶fÔd²f°f ±ff »fZdIY³f CXÀf
ÀfÔQ·fÊ ¸fZÔ ·fe IYûBÊ IYf¹fÊUfWXe ³fWXeÔ WXbBÊÜ Äff´f³f ¸fZÔ
IYWXf ¦f¹ff WX` dIY 31 ¸fBÊ IYû IYûSXû³ff ´fiûMXûIYfg»f

IZY QüSXf³f SXfþÀU ´fiIYSX¯f þû d³fSXÀ°f dIYE ¦fE
WX` CX³WXZÔ ´fb³f:³fÔ¶fSX ´fSX d»fE þf³fZ IZY d»fE ÀfÔ§f
õfSXf AfUZQ³f dQ¹ff ¦f¹ff »fZdIY³f CXÀf ´fSX ÀfÔ´fc¯fÊ
IYf¹fÊUfWXe ³fWXeÔ WXbBÊÜ Ad·f·ff¿fIY ÀfÔ§f ³fZ
IY»fZ¢MXSX IYû dQE Äff´f³f ¸fZÔ ¶f°ff¹ff dIY 11
A¦fÀ°f IYû ¹ff°ff¹ff°f ±ff³ff ´fi·ffSXe, dÀfMXe
IYû°fUf»fe IYû dþ»ff Ad·f·ff¿fIY ÀfÔ§f IZY ¦fZMX
IZY ¶ffWXSX UfWX³fûÔ IZY JOÞXZ WXû³fZ ÀfZ AfUf¦f¸f³f ¸fZÔ
WXû SXWXe AÀfbdU²ff IZY d»fE Qû ¦ffOXÊ CX´f»f¶²f
IYSXfE þf³fZ IYf A³fbSXû²f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff ±ff CXÀf

ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ ·fe IYûBÊ IYf¹fÊUfWXe ³fWXeÔ IYe ¦fBÊÜ 
Äff´f³f ¸fZÔ IYWXf ¦f¹ff dIY 22 þc³f IYû

dþ»ff Ad·f·ff¿fIY ÀfÔ§f õfSXf IY»fZ¢MXSX
IYf¹ffÊ»f¹f ¸fZÔ EIY ´fÂf BÀf AfVf¹f IYf ´fiÀ°fb°f
dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff ±ff dþÀf¸fZÔ A³fbdU·ff¦fe¹f dUdQVff
õfSXf SXfþÀU ´fiIYSX¯fûÔ ¸fZÔ ¶fWXÀf Àfb³fIYSX 6-6
¸ffWX °fIY AfQZVf ´ffdSX°f ³ff IYSX³fZ IZY ÀfÔ¶fÔ²f ¸fZÔ
IYWXf ¦f¹ff ±ff dIÔY°fb CXÀf dQVff ¸fZÔ ·fe IYûBÊ NXûÀf
´fi¦fd°f ³fWXeÔ WXbBÊ AüSX A·fe ·fe U`Àff WXe SXU`¹ff
EÀfOXeE¸f IYûMXÊ ¸fZÔ ¨f»f SXWXf WX`Ü Äff´f³f ¸fZÔ IYWXf
¦f¹ff WX` dIY EÀfOXeAû dUdQVff AüSX °fWXÀfe»f U
³ff¹f¶f °fWXÀfe»fQfSX IZY ³ff¸f ´fSX EIY ´fÂf dþ»ff
Ad·f·ff¿fIY ÀfÔ§f õfSXf BÀf AfVf¹f IYf ´fÂf
´fiÊÀ°fb°f dIY¹ff ¦f¹ff dIY B³f ³¹ff¹ff»f¹f ¸fZÔ dþ»ff
Ad·f·ff¿fIY ÀfÔ§f IZY Ad²fIÈY°f ¸fZ¸fûÔ EUÔ
UIYf»f°f³ff¸ff ´fiIYSX¯f ¸fZÔ ´fiÀ°fb°f ³fWXeÔ dIY¹fZ þf¹fZ
AüSX ´fiIYSX¯f QþÊ dIY¹fZ þf SXWXZ WX`Ü 

UIYe»fûÔ ³fZ IY»fZ¢MXSX ÀfZ ¸fb»ffIYf°f IYSX 8 ÀfcÂfe¹f ¸ffÔ¦f ´fÂf ÀfüÔ´ff



Rape, murder victims’
age insufficient for
death penalty: SC

NEW DELHI: Low age of  victims in rape-
and-murder cases has not been considered as
the "only or sufficient factor by this court" for
imposing the death penalty, the Supreme
Court has said referring to its verdict that had
analysed 67 similar cases dealt by it in the last
40 years. The sc’s crucial observation came on
an appeal of  Irappa Siddappa who was con-
victed and given the death penalty by a trial
court. The Karnataka High Court confirmed
the trial court's decision on March 6, 2017.
He was convicted for kidnapping, rape and
murder of  a five-year old-girl in the village of
Khanapur in Karnataka in 2010 and post the
incident, he had put the body of  the victim in
a bag and thrown it into a stream, named Ben-
nihalla. A bench comprising Justices L
Nageswara Rao, Sanjiv Khanna and BR Gavai
confirmed the conviction of  Siddappa for of-
fences including rape, murder and destruc-
tion of  evidence, but set aside the award of
death penalty, which was handed down by
courts below on grounds including the minor
age of  the victim, and commuted it to life im-
prisonment for a period of  30 years.  
"We find sufficient mitigating factors to
commute the sentence of  death imposed by
the Sessions Court and confirmed by the High
Court into imprisonment for life, with the di-
rection that the appellant shall not be entitled
to premature release/remission for the of-
fence under Section 302 (mur-
der) of  the Code until he has
undergone actual imprison-
ment for at least thirty years,”
said the verdict penned by Jus-
tice Khanna for the bench.

THE GOAN NETWORK

Panaji

In a survey done by
Bagalore based Pub-
lic Affairs Centre
(PAC) Goa ranked
slipped to second
rank from last years
first rank in the
overall administrative perform-
ance of  small state catagories. The
sikkim has emerged first in the list
while Mizoram is third in the list.
In the year 2020 survey Goa was
on first position while Meghalay
was on second position. Public Af-
fairs Centre (PAC) has done rank-
ing  based paramets such as
Growth, Equity, and Sustainability,
Voice and Accountability, Govern-
ment Effectiveness, Rule of  Law,
Regulatory Quality and Control of
Corruption etc.
Among bigger states Kerala has
been successful in maintaining its

first position. Tamil
Nadu is on second
spot while Telan-
gana is on third posi-
tion. While UP is on
the last position.
Ranking as per dif-
ferent parameters is
as follows:
As far as equity is

concerned in the Small States cate-
gory Sikkim ranks 1st, followed by
Meghalaya ranking 2nd and Mizo-
ram ranking 3rd. Similarly, Ut-
tarakhand ranks 9th, Delhi 10th
and Arunachal 11th.
As per Growth parameter in the
Small States category Goa ranks
1st, followed by Delhi and Hi-
machal. Performing last are
Meghalaya, Nagaland and Ma-
nipur.
In sustainability catagory the
small states placed at the top are
Mizoram, Arunachal and Goa
ranking 1st, 2nd and 3rd respec-

Sops for power
Two new tehsils Killod and Mundi will be carved out in Khandwa district,

Digoda in Tikamgarh district and Dhoolkot tehsil in Burhanpur district. State
Cabinet also approved proposal to change name of newly-formed Chhind-
wara University to Raja Shankar Shah University. CM Chouhan had made
an announcement regarding this on September 18 in Jabalpur. Cabinet also
approved the proposal to open 11 new government colleges and to start
science and commerce faculty in five existing colleges. Moreover, sanction
for 233 academic and 228 non-academic posts were also approved. Cabi-
net approved 138 new posts for TN Hospital in Bhopal that would be up-
graded to Regional Institute for Respiratory Diseases.    

CRIMINAL NEGLIGENCE

"This was unfortunate incident and (outcome of) a criminal negligence. The
Additional chief secretary Health and Medical Education will investigate the in-
cident and strict action will be taken against the guilty", he added.Praising the
hard work of minister for Medical Education Vishwas Sarang, who immediate-
ly rushed to the hospital on getting information about the fire, the CM said who
put their lives at risk to rescue the children deserve appreciation. Such doctors,
nurses, ward boys etc would be honoured. The CM said Sarang reached the
spot as soon as he got the information about the incident and immediately co-
ordinated the relief work.  The CM also thanked the police administration and
the team of doctors for taking prompt action and saving the lives of children.
He further said, "I had a desire to reach the spot immediately. I constantly re-
mained in touch with Sarang. I was told that my going there may divert the at-
tention of the people engaged in the relief work. The focus of the teams should
be on evacuation of children safely."

Hospital ignored BMC...

There was yet another notice dated June 22, 2021 by the additional com-
missioner, BMC to all the hospitals in Bhopal to get the NoC regarding com-
pliance of the fire safety norms.
The BMC also warned that if the hospitals didn't comply with the no-

tice within a month a recommendation would be made to get their li-
cences cancelled.Public health expert Amulya Nidhi says the govern-
ment's admission that the fire incident took place due to a short circuit
at Kamala Nehru suggests that had the hospital chosen to comply with
the fire safety norms to get the NoC the fatal incident could have been
averted and several lives could have been saved.Amulya Nidhi said
BMC was equally responsible for the incident as it slept over its own
notices and didn't take follow-up action.
Despite efforts the BMC commissioner and the hospital authorities could-

n't be reached for their comments. JUDICIAL INQUIRY: Meanwhile, leader
Opposition in the state assembly and state Congress president Kamal Nath
dubbed the inquiry by ACS, Health Mohd Suleman as an eyewash aimed
at, he alleged, covering up the flaws in the system and shield those re-
sponsible for the incident.Nath demanded a judicial inquiry instead, that
too with a sitting judge of high court.

Two minor girls...

Sunil Barkare, SDOP of Begumganj in Raisen district, said the 12-year-old
victim had returned early from school and was alone at home when the mi-
nor boy, aged 17, entered her house and committed the crime, he said.
When the girl's neighbour, aged 28, saw the incident, he also raped her,
the police officer said. The 28-year-old accused was arrested on Monday,
while the minor boy is absconding, he said.In Khandwa district, three per-
sons abducted and raped the 15-year-old girl when she was sleeping at her
relative's home on Saturday night at a village, Harsud Police Station in-
charge Ishwar Singh Chouhan said. After finding that the girl was missing,
family members launched a search and found her in injured near the home,
he said. Later, the girl narrated her ordeal to her family members, who sub-
sequently filed a police complaint, Chouhan said. Chouhan further said one
of the three accused has been arrested. In both the cases, the accused have
been booked under relevant sections of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and the
Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act (POCSO Act). 

1.6 YEAR OLD...

They said that rain water would enter their house and fields through the
pipe. Because of the conflict, some villagers sat on the road. After that,
police force was summoned to remove the agitating villagers. According
to the villagers, the police began lathi charge and it hit the child, due to
which she died. At the same time, the villagers also pelted stones and SI
Raghavendra Yadav received injuries. On getting the information, SP
Rajesh Singh Chandel, Collector Akshay Kumar Singh and Karaira MLA
Pragilal Jatav reached the spot. According to the MLA, he has spoken to
the villagers to pacify the situation. A large number of police forces have,
however, reached the spot after the dispute.

Can courts override...

"Can the highest constitutional court say that we will override the defence
needs, particularly in view of the recent past? Can we say that environment
concerns will triumph over the defence needs of the nation?" it asked, adding,
"Is it appropriate to say that defence concerns be taken care of so that envi-
ronmental degradation does not take place?" 
The bench told senior advocate Colin Gonsalves, representing the peti-

tioners: "We must tell you our predicament in this. If the Centre says that
they are doing it for tourism, then we understand and we can impose more
stringent conditions." But when it is needed to defend the borders, then it
is a serious predicament, Justice Chandrachud said.
Gonsalves cited the catastrophic impact of road expansion on young

mountains like the Himalayas and added that parliamentary expert com-
mittee reports suggest Himalayas may not be able to bear the road con-
struction. The AG argued that there are several projects leading to interna-
tional borders, which are needed for Army movements and the Army was
ignored in this matter, however now its needs must be brought on
record.The top court was hearing a plea filed by NGO 'Citizens for Green
Doon' seeking direction to stop felling of trees without clearances on the
Ganeshpur-Dehradun Road (NH-72A), which is a part of the Delhi-
Dehradun expressway. The hearing in the matter will continue on Wednes-
day.In 2018, the Centre's notification said that the road width cannot ex-
ceed 5.5 metres in the hilly terrains like the one through which Chardham
project is proposed. In September 2020, the top court directed the govern-
ment to keep the width of the Chardham road at 5.5 metres. However, in
December 2020, this notification was amended.The Chardham highway is
a 900-kilometre road project to provide all-weather connectivity to four
Hindu pilgrimage centres in Uttarakhand.
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8 NATION
Govt to appoint new UGC chairperson soon
NEW DELHI: The Union Education Ministry is expected to appoint a new UGC chairperson within next one
month. The names of any officials of the Central or state Government will not be considered for the post.
This top post of the UGC could be considered for eminent innovators and persons who can implement
National Education Policy (NEP) in higher educational institutions. The tenure of D.P. Singh, the current
chairman of the University Grants Commission (UGC), is ending in the first week of December.
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K RAVEENDRAN

Thiruvananthapuram

Kerala is getting into an increas-
ingly untenable situation with re-
gard to the Mullapperiyar dam,
with pressures from possibly all
directions working against the in-
terest of  the state. The latest de-
velopment in a continuing mud-
dle is a recommendation from the
central government to do every-
thing that Tamil Nadu has been
demanding by way of  helping in
the stre ngthening of  the baby
dam.
The central water resources
secretary has sent a letter to the
Kerala chief  secretary, asking the
state to cooperate in strengthen-
ing the baby dam as well for
maintenance of  the main dam.
This will facilitate Tamil Nadu
to raise the water level in the
main dam to 142 feet, which the
people living in the downstream
areas of  the dam consider as life-
threatening. Meanwhile, the

Pina rayi Vijayan government
has been tying itself  in knots, try-
ing to run away from the respon-
sibility of  granting permission to
cut 15 trees in the baby dam
catchment, which happens to be
part of  the Periyar tiger reserve.
Forest minister AK Saseendran
has been caught in a predica-
ment, in which he has had to
deny any knowledge of  the tree
cutting plan, even as it emerged
that the decision was taken after
much deliberations at the highest
level, including a joint inspection
of  the area and identification of
the trees to be cut by a team com-
prising the representatives of
both the states.
The government plan to extri-
cate itself  from the tricky situa-
tion by taking action against the
chief  forest conservator and wild
life warden has run into a road-
block as it has become clear they
we re only acting on the decis ions
arrived at by the joint consulta-
tions between the states.

Amid an uproar both within the
state assembly and outside that
the Vijayan government has
failed to protect the interests of
the state, the government had
frozen the permission to cut the
trees.
But the disclosure of  joint con-
sultations at the official level has
held back the govt, which has
since decided to refer the matter
to the advocate general for legal
opinion. It turns out the original
pact between the states for the
construction and upkeep of  the
126-year old dam had provided for
cutting of  trees in the catchment
area if  that was warranted for the
upkeep of  the structures.
Sentiments on are getting
charged up on both sides of  the
border, with AIADMK and BJP
staging protests to pressure the
Stalin govt to increase the water
level in the dam to 142 ft, for
which the Tamil Nadu govt al-
ready enjoys a mandate from the
court. 

‘Before a catastrophe occurs...disband it’
OUR BUREAU / NEW DELHI: The Kerala government has asserted in its latest affidavit
before the Supreme Court that no amount of rejuvenation by any means can perpetuate the 126-
year old deteriorated Mullaperiyar dam, whose failure any day could have a cascading effect on
the Idukki dam downstream, threatening lives and properties of 50 lakh people. It has urged
the apex court to reduce the maximum permissible water level in the reservoir, which is cur-
rently fixed at 142 feet, and also emphasized that as a long-term measure, a new dam should
be built downstream and Mullaperiyar should be decommissioned.

Dam feud: Kerala loses more ground

Goa falls to 2nd spot in governance index amongst small states 
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tively and the states placed
at the bottom are Manipur,
Uttarakhand and Delhi
ranking 9th, 10th and 11th re-
spectively. 

Driver of car whose
passenger asked for

Antilia traced
MUMBAI

Mumbai police have traced
the driver of  a car whose
passenger had asked a cab-
bie about the location of  in-
dustrialist Mukesh Am-
bani's residence 'Antilia'
here, an official said on
Tuesday.
The driver of  that car, a
private cab, was brought to
the Azad Maidan police sta-
tion here for questioning af-
ter the vehicle were traced
to neighbouring Navi Mum-
bai late Monday night, the
official said.
Security was beefed up on
Monday outside industrial-
ist Ambani's residence af-
ter a taxi driver informed
the police that two suspect-
ed passengers in a vehicle
carrying bags with them
had asked him about the lo-
cation of  'Antilia', a 27-
storey building located on
Altamout Road in south
Mumbai. 

Reeling under rain havoc,
TN braces for more
CHENNAI

Even as it is reeling under
the impact of  rain fury,
Tamil Nadu is bracing for
more trouble with the Met
Department predicting
further rain over the next
five days.
The state government
has put the death toll so
far, due to rains, at five.
State Revenue and Disas-
ter Management Minister
K.K.S.S.R. Ramachandran
said that water is being
pumped out of  low-lying
areas after lull in rainfall
on Tuesday. He said that
rescue operations are un-
derway by the NDRF,
army, and Fire Depart-
ment personnel.
Across the state, educa-
tional institutions in 14
districts have had to sus-
pend classes due to the
continued rainfall.
A depression is expected

to form over southeast
and southwest Bay of
Bengal due to cyclonic cir-
culation gathering
strength over the area,
and the Met Department
expects it to hit the coast
of  north Tamil Nadu in
the next 36 hours.
As a result, fairly wide-
spread to widespread light
to moderate rainfall is
possible across Tamil
Nadu, south coastal
Andhra Pradesh, and Ker-
ala, over the next five
days, the Met Department
has said.
The India Meteorologi-
cal Department (IMD) has
issued red alerts for
Pudukkottai, Ramanatha-
puram, Karaikal for Tues-
day. Similarly, red alerts
have been sounded for
Cuddalore, Viluppuram,
Sivaganga, Ramanatha-
puram and Karaikal, on
Wednesday.


