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BHARAT JODO YATRA

Meet the 'real' Rahul
AGENCIES

Washim

The Bharat Jodo Yatra
has brought to the fore
the "real" Rahul Gandhi
and completely changed
the Congress MP's image,
senior party leader
Jairam Ramesh asserted
on Tuesday.
Responding to a ques-

tion at a press conference
in Washim in Maharash-
tra where the yatra has
reached on its 69th day,
Ramesh said the cross-
country foot-march led by
Gandhi has nothing to do
with any state poll and if
its impact has to be as-
sessed, then it can only be
done in the 2024 Lok Sab-
ha elections.
The Congress general

secretary in-charge of
communications said
Gandhi is "not a dettol or
fevicol brand" that he has
to be rebranded and the
Lok Sabha MP from Kerala
has his own views on key
issues. "Before the Bharat
Jodo Yatra, the BJP had
created his certain image,
especially on social media;
it never portrayed the right
Rahul Gandhi. The Bharat
Jodo Yatra is not showing
the new Rahul Gandhi, it is

showing the real Rahul
Gandhi," he said.
"There is a complete

change in his image due to
the Bharat Jodo Yatra. To-
day, the Rahul Gandhi in
media or on social media is
not the one who was 70
days back," the former
Union minister main-
tained.
The advantage of  the

3,570-km mass outreach
programme is that he is in
direct contact (with peo-

ple) without any middle-
man. The effect of  this is
that the "real" Rahul
Gandhi is before every-
one, Ramesh added.
The yatra, which start-

ed from Kanniyakumari
in Tamil Nadu on Sep-
tember 7, has so far cov-
ered 28 districts across
six states.
It entered Deglur in Ma-

harashtra on November 7
and has till now covered
Nanded and Hingoli dis-
tricts in the state. It will
pass through 12 states be-
fore culminating in Jam-
mu and Kashmir in Janu-
ary after covering a dis-
tance of  3,570 km over
nearly 150 days.
Ramesh said the pro-

gramme has nothing to
do with polls and it is a
different initiative. "It is a
yatra of  a political party
and we are fighting politi-
cal challenges like econom-
ic disparity, polarisation in
the society. Ninety per cent
people who are part of  the
yatra are political.
One thing is clearly

seen in the way our party
has united and the cohe-
sion it has brought in the
last 70 days...the way we
have started working on
time. 

SC asks Centre: Meritorious treated 
as reserved candidates in NEET-PG

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Tuesday sought re-
sponse from the Centre on a
plea claiming that reserved
category candidates, who se-
cured general category
marks in NEET PG-2022, are
still being treated as re-
served category in all India
quota (AIQ) seats.
Advocate Prashant

Bhushan, representing the
petitioners, submitted that
the result of  the first round
of  NEET-PG counselling
was released on September

28, however, seats belong-
ing to meritorious re-
served candidates (MRC),
i.e. reserved category can-
didates, who on the basis of
merit, were entitled to get
admissions against the 50
per cent seats of  the gener-
al category but were allot-
ted reserved category seats
in violation of  the judg-
ments of  the apex court.
Additional Solicitor Gen-

eral Aishwarya Bhati con-
tended that the reservation
policy on roster basis was

being followed in the coun-
selling process. However, a
bench headed by Chief  Jus-
tice D.Y. Chandrachud asked
Bhati to file a response with-
in this week. Bhushan con-
tended that the petitioners
pray that the allotment lists
for NEET-PG counselling
published thus far in viola-
tion of  the established reser-
vation policy be set aside
and fresh allotment lists for
NEET-PG counselling be is-
sued in compliance with top
court's judgments.

I don't interfere:
Kerala Governor
Says give me one
instance of my 
interference in
govt and I will quit

AGENCIES
New Delhi

Kerala Governor Arif  Mo-
hammad Khan responding
to the LDF protest outside
the Raj Bhavan said, Give
me one instance where I
tried to interfere in the
business of  the govern-
ment, I shall resign at that
very moment.
Speaking to the media in

Delhi, Khan said, Job to
run universities is with the
chancellor, to run govern-
ment is with elected gov-
ernment. Give me one in-
stance where I tried to in-
terfere in the business of
the government, I shall re-
sign at that very moment. I
can give you 1001 examples
where they interfered in

the functioning of  univer-
sities daily.
He added, "I'm not going

to deal with these things.
But I can tell you one thing,
I think there's enough evi-
dence for you to come to
the conclusion that I'm not
the type of  person who can
be pressurised."
Questioning the Left par-

ties, he said "Why don't you
raise the issue that until
last year Kerala had 13 uni-
versities and all appoint-
ments are illegal? Is there
any other state where 100%
appointments have been
done in violationion of  the
law? Universities have be-
come fiefdoms of  the party
cadre and their relatives."
Meanwhile, the Pinarayi

Vijayan government in
Kerala has requested the
High Court to stay the ap-
pointment ordered by the
Governor, chancellor of  the
universities. However, the
court on Tuesday declined
to stay the appointment.

MORBI BRIDGE COLLAPSE

Guj HC: How ‘largesse of state’
was granted without tender?

AGENCIES 
Ahmedabad

The Gujarat High Court on
Tuesday heard a suo motu
PIL on Morbi bridge
tragedy and asked the state
government as to how no
expression of  interest was
tendered, and how the
"largesse of  the state" was
given to an individual
without floating a tender.
The collapse of  the

British-era suspension
bridge on the Machchhu
river in Gujarat's Morbi
district on October 30
claimed 135 lives including
women and children Hear-
ing the suo motu PIL, the
high court wanted to know
from the state government
as to whether a 2008 Memo-
randum of  Understanding
(MoU) and 2022 agreement
with the Ajanta Manufac-
turing Private Ltd (Oreva
Group) imposed any condi-

tions regarding fitness cer-
tification and if  so, who
was the competent author-
ity required to do so.
"This agreement is one-

and-a-quarter page agree-
ment, absolutely without
any conditions. This agree-
ment is by way of  an un-
derstanding, largesse of
the state for ten years, and
no tenders floated, no ex-

pression of  interest," a di-
vision bench of  Chief  Jis-
tice Aravind Kumar and
Justice Ashutosh Shastri
observed.
"After that term was over

on June 15, 2017, what steps
were taken by the state
government or Morbi mu-
nicipality to float a tender?
How come no expression of
interest was tendered, and

how the largesse of  the
state was given to an indi-
vidual without floating a
tender...Why have you still
not superseded the munici-
pality?" the court asked.
The court observed that

even after the term was
over on June 15, 2017, Ajan-
ta (Oreva Group) contin-
ued to maintain and man-
age the bridge even in the
absence of  any agreement.
It wanted to know from

the state government
whether any steps were
taken by local authorities
to float a tender for the op-
eration and maintenance
of  the bridge after the 2008
MoU expired in 2017.
The HC said on Novem-

ber 7 that it had taken suo
motu (on its own) cogni-
sance of  a news report on
the bridge collapse tragedy
and registered it as a PIL
(Public Interest Litiga-
tion).

NHRC TAKES SUO-MOTU COGNISANCE
AGENCIES
New Delhi

The National Human
Rights Commission
(NHRC) has issued notices
to the Education Ministry,
Telangana gov-
ernment and the
University
Grants Commis-
sion after a col-
lege student was allegedly
ragged, assaulted and com-
pelled to raise religious slo-
gans.
Taking suo-motu cogni-

sance, the NHRC said on
Tuesday that the incident

amounted to human rights
violations due to the sheer
negligence, lack of  super-
vision and inherent failure
of  the college administra-
tion to ensure the safety of
the students within its

campus.
Eight students

of  a business
school in Hyder-
abad were ar-

rested in connection with
the alleged incident of  rag-
ging, including a student
being beaten up, which as-
sumed a communal colour
after a video of  it had gone
viral.

SC clears hurdle for
release of Navlakha
Waives solvency
certificate
requirement for
activist to avail benefit
of house arrest 

AGENCIES / New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday cleared the hurdle
for the release of  activist
Gautam Navlakha from
Navi Mumbai's Taloja
prison, where he is lodged
in the Elgar Parishad-
Maoist link case, by waiv-
ing the requirement of  a
solvency certificate for
availing the benefit of
house arrest.
The top court had on No-

vember 10 allowed
Navlakha to be placed un-
der house arrest owing to
his deteriorating health.
It had said that to avail

the facility of  house arrest,
Navlakha will provide lo-
cal surety of  Rs 2 lakh by
November 14.

A bench of  Justices K M
Joseph and Hrishikesh Roy
was on Tuesday informed
by senior advocate Nitya
Ramakrishnan and advo-
cate Shadan Farasat, ap-
pearing for Navlakha, it
will take a minimum of  six
weeks to secure solvency
certificate in respect of
surety to be provided as a
precondition for house ar-
rest of  the activist.
"Considering the submis-

sion and the circum-
stances, we deem it appro-
priate to waive the require-
ment of  a solvency certifi-
cate for the petitioner
(Navlakha) to avail the ben-
efit of  our order dated No-
vember 10, 2022. It is or-
dered accordingly," the
bench said.
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Dengue alert in 7 Kerala districts
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM: The Kerala government on Tuesday sounded an alert in
seven districts in the state against the spread of Dengue fever. State health minister Veena
George said an alert has been issued to Thiruvananthapuram, Kollam, Alappuzha, Ernakulam,
Palakkad, Kozhikode and Malappuram districts as the dengue cases were on a rise there. 

Praises MP for...

She said that development of  tribal areas in the spirit
of  harmony is beneficial for all. She was happy to note
that the Central and State Governments have taken sev-
eral steps for the development of  tribal communities in
the past few years.

Onus of creating...
"Today's fertilizer shortage is tomorrow's food crisis, for
which the world will not have a solution. We should
build a mutual agreement to maintain the supply chain
of  both manure and food grains," Modi said in his ad-
dress in Bali. "By 2030, half  of  our electricity will be
generated from renewable sources. Therefore time-
bound and affordable finance and sustainable supply of
technology to developing countries is essential for in-
clusive energy transition," he noted further. Highlight-
ing the significance of  India's energy-security, Modi
said that it is important for global growth, since it's
among the world's fastest growing economies. "We must
not allow any restrictions on supply of  energy and
therefore stability in the energy market should be en-
sured," he said, adding that India is committed to clean
energy and environment.

After FATF, UK...
In April 2021, the UK government added Pakistan to the
list of  undesirable 21 high-risk countries with unsatis-
factory money laundering and terrorist financing  con-
trols, Geo News reported. This list of  21 countries, re-
leased by the UK government, replicated the list of
countries named by the FATF as high-risk or under in-
creased monitoring. Pakistan  shared the list at number
15 with conflict-ridden countries such as Syria, Uganda,
Yemen and Zimbabwe. However, last month (October)
the FATF, a Paris-based global money-laundering and
terrorism-financing watchdog, finally removed Pak-
istan from its grey list after four  years. The global
body's President Raja Kumar had announced that Pak-
istan's name has been removed from the "grey list" as
the country addressed all 34 points of  the action plan.

Bharat Jodo Yatra...
Singh said earlier Ramnath Kovind, who belongs to
Scheduled Caste, became the President.  "The Prime
Minister should tell what benefit his government pro-
vided to crores of  Dalits of  the country during Presi-
dent Kovind's tenure," he said. 

Man killed as...
The accident took place at around 8 am at Pakariya vil-

lage under Umariapan police station limits, about 45 km
from the Katni district headquarters, he said. A 22-year-
old person, identified as Ashu Kol, died on the spot while
39 others suffered injuries, he said. The injured were
provided initial treatment at a Public Health Centre in
Umariapan and later referred to Jabalpur for further
treatment, he said adding that the injured persons were
out of  danger. The 'Janjatiya Gaurav Divas' programme
has been organised in Shahdol district to mark the birth
anniversary of  iconic tribal leader Birsa Munda.

Jacqueline gets pre-arrest...
Jacqueline and another Bollywood personality, Nora
Fatehi, have recorded their statements as witnesses in
the case. Earlier, fixed deposits worth Rs 7.2 crore be-
longing to Jacqueline were attached by the ED. The
probe agency termed these gifts and properties as "pro-
ceeds" of  crime received by the Jacqueline and Nora.
In February, the ED had filed its first supplementary

charge sheet against Pinky Irani, an alleged aide to
Chandrashekhar who introduced him to Bollywood ac-
tors. It had been alleged in the charge sheet that Pinky
used to choose expensive gifts for Jacqueline and drop
them at her residence after Chandrashekhar made the
payments. Last December, the probe agency had filed
the first charge sheet in this matter before the court of
Additional Sessions Judge Praveen Singh. 

US issued 82k...
The US is also working with India in technologies in the
form of  software and hardware. Development of  drones
is one such area. Joint military operations are also be-
ing carried out. "US companies have investments in
Madhya Pradesh, too. Tractor manufacturing company
John Deer has a manufacturing plant here and Procter
and Gamble, too. The US wishes to help MP in the agri-
culture sector. It is looking positively towards the forth-
coming 'Global Investors' Summit', which will be held in
Indore next January.

Fake medicines of...
The police learnt that accused Pradhan and Subham
were operating their godown from Ghaziabad from
where the fake medicines were delivered across the
country. The first arrest in the case was made from out-
side area of  Pragati Maidan where Bohra came to de-
liver medicine on a two-wheeler. At his instance, Prad-
han and other accused were held from Noida.

SC: People holding...
The bench remarked, is there no constitutional cul-

ture in our country that is inherently applicable to
those in public office? There is an unwritten rule that
we  impose a self-restriction towards making disparag-
ing remarks, when he holds such posts. It further added
that this must be inculcated in our political and civic
life. Solicitor General Tushar Mehta contended that the
issue is more of  an academic question, whether a writ
can be filed citing Article 21 for action against a partic-
ular statement. The AG cited the top court's judgments
in Tehseen Poonawalla and Amish Devgan cases and
emphasised that sufficient guidelines exist. He added
that as a matter of  

Children's death due...
The prize carries a purse of  USD 1,00,000. Lauding com-
panies which manufactured and supplied the billion
COVID-19 vaccines, Murthy said this was an achieve-
ment by any standard. The IT czar appreciated the roll-
out of  the new national education policy, which is based
on the recommendations of  professor Kasturirangan
Committee. The Infosys founder appreciated professor
Gagandeep Kang and several others becoming fellows of
the Royal Society in London, and professor Ashok Sen
winning the Millenium prize.

Will I have...
Without directly referring to that development, the

Chief  Minister said that some leaders from West Bengal
are constantly appealing to the Union government so
that the Central funds to the state government are
blocked. "What do they want? Do they want to conspire
with the Union government to keep the people of  West
Bengal starved? I would request the people of  the tribal
community to  hit the streets with bows, arrows and tra-
ditional musical instruments in protest," the Chief  Min-
ister said. Speaking on the occasion, the Chief  Minister
said that besides MGNREGA, the Union government is
also not providing the funds for the housing schemes.
"Construction of  over 50 lakh houses is being held back
because of  the lack of  funds. This is not a charity that
the Union government is making to us. This is the gen-
uine dues to the state government as the Union govern-
ment is also not giving us the state's share in goods &
services tax," she said.
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Mizoram stone
quarry collapse:

12 killed
AGENCIES

Aizawl

A total of  12 people have
been confirmed to have
died in Mizoram after a
large portion of  a stone
quarry collapsed and fell on
them while they were work-
ing, officials said on Tues-
day, adding at least eight
bodies have been retrieved
so far.
The incident took place

on Monday noon at Mau-
darh village in Mizoram's
Hnahthial district
An official of  the Mizoram

Disaster Management and
Rehabilitation Department
earlier said at least 15 work-
ers were buried alive after a
huge portion of  a stone
quarry of  a private compa-
ny suddenly collapsed when
the workers were working
in the stone pit. Hnahthial
district's Additional Super-
intendent of  Police Vijoy
Gurung said search opera-
tions were underway to res-
cue four more bodies.

Hyderabad
ragging case
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