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PRESS RELEASE 

Aarohan Social Innovation Awards Announces the Winners of 2019  

Ten social innovators awarded a total prize money of INR 1.50 crore for their breakthrough 

innovations 

Bengaluru – February 19, 2020: Infosys Foundation, the philanthropic and CSR arm of Infosys, today 

announced the winners of the second edition of the Aarohan Social Innovation Awards. These awards 

were established in 2018 to recognize and reward individuals, teams, and NGOs for creating innovative 

solutions to support the underprivileged in India, at scale. 

This year, Infosys Foundation identified winners across four award categories: Healthcare, Rural 

Development, Destitute Care and Sustainability. The winners were shortlisted from a pool of over 1,700 

submissions and evaluated by a distinguished jury comprising: 

 Padma Shri Mr. Arvind Gupta, an Indian toy inventor and science expert 

 Padma Shri Prof. Anil Gupta, visiting faculty member, IIM Ahmedabad, a globally renowned scholar 

of grassroots innovations, and Founder of the Honey Bee Network 

 Prof. Trilochan Sastry, former Dean, IIM Bangalore 

 Prof. GVV Sharma, Faculty member of the Department of Electrical Engineering, and Coordinator, 

Teaching Learning Centre, IIT Hyderabad 

 Mr. Sumit Virmani, Chief Marketing Officer, Infosys 

 Mrs. Sudha Murty, Chairperson – Infosys Foundation, philanthropist and renowned author 

Deloitte Touche Tohmatsu India Limited Liability Partnership (DTTI LLP), are process advisors for the 

Aarohan Social Innovation Awards. 

The winners of the Aarohan Social Innovation Awards 2019 are:  

 Gold Award: Prize money of INR 20 Lakh 

 Healthcare: Partha Pratim Das Mahapatra from Kolkata, developed a non-invasive, non-

contact robust hand-held portable device to measure human bilirubin, oxygen saturation, 

and hemoglobin levels, without drawing blood from the body 

 Healthcare: Dr. Binita S. Tunga and Dr. Rashbehari Tunga from Bengaluru, created a 

single device that detects the three most prevalent mosquito-borne diseases: Malaria, 

Chikungunya, and Dengue, effectively and accurately, in the very early stages of infection 
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 Healthcare: TUMAAS (Foundation for Tuberculosis, Malnutrition and AIDS) from Mumbai 

is developing a point-of-care, user-friendly, cost-effective, and rapid test for diagnosis of 

TB through urine. 

 Sustainability: Rashid K, Vimal Govind MK, and Nikhil NP from Kerala, developed 

‘Bandicoot’, stated to be the world’s first manhole cleaning robot with the aim of eliminating 

manual scavenging, saving humans from manhole accidents and adding dignity to human 

life 

 Destitute Care: Ramalingam PL from Chennai, created an affordable standing wheelchair 

that helps special children and individuals with spinal cord injury 

 

 Silver Award: Prize money of INR 10 Lakh 

 Healthcare: Nitesh Kumar Jangir from Bengaluru, made Saans, a low-cost multi-powered, 

multi-use newborn breathing support system that requires minimal supporting 

infrastructure 

 Healthcare: Mr. Aneesh Karma from New Delhi, developed a Mechanically Actuated 

Stance Controlled Knee Ankle Foot Orthotic (MASC-KAFO), an assistive device focused 

on providing a better alternative to the existing orthotic calipers by automatic locking and 

unlocking of the knee joint according to the stance and swing phase of the user 

 Healthcare: Rajlakshmi Borthakur from Bengaluru, invented ‘TJay’, an Internet of Things 

(IoT) / Artificial Intelligence (AI) powered smart wearable device that can predict epileptic 

attacks and identify mental health states 

 Healthcare: Dr. Vishal US Rao and Shashank Mahesh from Bengaluru, developed Aum 

Voice Prosthesis to help throat cancer patients who have lost their voice box to speak again 

 Rural Development: Rohit Patel from Madhya Pradesh, developed a low-cost onion 

storage solution that can increase the shelf-life of onions through the duration of monsoon  

Felicitating the winners, Mrs. Sudha Murty, Chairperson, Infosys Foundation, said, “This is the second 

edition of the Aarohan Social Innovation Awards and we have been able to create significant impact by 

encouraging people to showcase their innovation, and address some of the greatest social challenges in 

our country today. I believe that innovation can and should create inclusive, cost-effective and sustainable 

solutions. I would like to congratulate the winners who worked tirelessly on path-breaking solutions to create 

a better future for India, and wish that many more individuals are inspired through this program.” 

 

 



  
Furthermore, as part of this recognition, to help incubate and scale their innovations, the Gold Award 

winners will also be offered an 8-week residential mentorship at IIT Hyderabad. 

For more information on the Aarohan Social Innovation Awards, and the winners, please visit: 

www.infosys.com/aarohan. 

About Infosys Foundation 
Established in 1996, the Infosys Foundation supports programs in the areas of education, rural 
development, healthcare, arts and culture, and destitute care. Its mission is to work in remote regions of 
several states in India. The Infosys Foundation takes pride in working with all sections of society, selecting 
projects with infinite care, and working in areas that are traditionally overlooked by society at large. For 
more details, please log on: https://www.infosys.com/infosys-foundation 
 
About Infosys 
Infosys is a global leader in next-generation digital services and consulting. We enable clients in 46 
countries to navigate their digital transformation. With over three decades of experience in managing the 
systems and workings of global enterprises, we expertly steer our clients through their digital journey. We 
do it by enabling the enterprise with an AI-powered core that helps prioritize the execution of change. We 
also empower the business with agile digital at scale to deliver unprecedented levels of performance and 
customer delight. Our always-on learning agenda drives their continuous improvement through building and 
transferring digital skills, expertise, and ideas from our innovation ecosystem. 
 
Visit www.infosys.com to see how Infosys (NYSE: INFY) can help your enterprise navigate your next. 
  
Safe Harbor 
Certain statements mentioned in this release concerning our future growth prospects are forward-looking 
statements regarding our future business expectations intended to qualify for the 'safe harbor' under the 
Private Securities Litigation Reform Act of 1995, which involve a number of risks and uncertainties that 
could cause actual results to differ materially from those in such forward-looking statements. The risks and 
uncertainties relating to these statements include, but are not limited to, risks and uncertainties regarding 
fluctuations in earnings, fluctuations in foreign exchange rates, our ability to manage growth, intense 
competition in IT services including those factors which may affect our cost advantage, wage increases in 
India, our ability to attract and retain highly skilled professionals, time and cost overruns on fixed-price, 
fixed-time frame contracts, client concentration, restrictions on immigration, industry segment 
concentration, our ability to manage our international operations, reduced demand for technology in our 
key focus areas, disruptions in telecommunication networks or system failures, our ability to successfully 
complete and integrate potential acquisitions, liability for damages on our service contracts, the success of 
the companies in which Infosys has made strategic investments, withdrawal or expiration of governmental 
fiscal incentives, political instability and regional conflicts, legal restrictions on raising capital or acquiring 
companies outside India, unauthorized use of our intellectual property and general economic conditions 
affecting our industry and the outcome of pending litigation and government investigation. Additional risks 
that could affect our future operating results are more fully described in our United States Securities and 
Exchange Commission filings including our Annual Report on Form 20-F for the fiscal year ended March 
31, 2019. These filings are available at www.sec.gov. Infosys may, from time to time, make additional 
written and oral forward-looking statements, including statements contained in the Company's filings with 
the Securities and Exchange Commission and our reports to shareholders. The Company does not 
undertake to update any forward-looking statements that may be made from time to time by or on behalf of 
the Company unless it is required by law. 
 
Media Contacts: PR_India@Infosys.com  
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